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A monthly publication of the Northwest Florida Military Officers Association
nwfmoa.fimoaa.org

Serving all Branches of The Uniformed Services October 2026

Lunch
Meeting & Discussion)

When: Thursday October 1st
Time: Gathering 1130, Lunch
1200, Program to follow
Place: Fort Walton Yacht Club
180 Ferry Road, NE, FWB
Program: Guest Speaker Brig
Gen Fran Hendricks, USAF
(Ret)

MAKE A RESERVATION

* Reservations are Required

» Wear a name tag

* Bring proper change: $16
Reservation deadline is Saturday at
noon prior to meeting. Go to
nwfmoa.flmoaa.org and select the
link “Click here to make
reservations”, or email
nwireservations@gmail.com, or call
Karl Eschmann at 850-621-7482 to
make a reservation.

Table of Contents )

(Click to go directly there)

President’s Pen ------------—----- 2
Test Your Knowledge Quiz ----3

Upcoming Events --------------- 4
Public Record 4
Chaplain's Corner -------------- 6
Chapter Happenings ------------ 9
Scholarship Fund -------------- 10
Legislative Corner ------------- 12
Surviving Spouses Corner ----13
Advertisers 16

Renew/Join Membership------ 17
Update Your Information------ 18

Our October Lunch Meeting Features NWFMOA
President Fran Hendricks

Our Chapter President, Brig
Gen Fran Hendricks USAF
(Ret), will talk about the
Origins of the Military
Freefall Badge. General
Hendricks was recently
interviewed about the origin
of the Badge from Media
Magik Entertainment. You
can view that video on
Youtube by clicking on the
graphic below Fran’s photo.

In the video, Fran recounts
the origins of the Military
Freefall Parachutist Badge
during an interview at Eglin
Air Force Base, Florida.
Tasked in 1993 by U.S. Special
Operations Command
leadership, Fran helped lead the
effort to design and establish
official recognition for military
personnel qualified in high-
altitude freefall operations.
Through collaboration with the military freefall community, the badge
was approved for wear in 1994, honoring the elite capabilities of special
operations forces.

Please join us for our October 15t lunch which will start with a social
gathering at 1130 with the meeting beginning at 1200 followed by lunch.

To make reservations click HERE. You may also call Karl Eschmann at 850-621-7482.

Reservations are REQUIRED (no walk-ins please) and must be made by no later than September 26,

2026.


http://atplus.com/outreach/Freefall/Freefall6_freeconvert.mp4
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9a096bOPZmVQQsasPzw8RwOH4MzoKzCFzwZT_ErG1atY-dA/viewform
mailto:nwfreservations@gmail.com?subject=NWFMOA%20-%20Meeting%20Reservation
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9a096bOPZmVQQsasPzw8RwOH4MzoKzCFzwZT_ErG1atY-dA/viewform
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org

From the President’s Pen
By Fran Hendricks
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of my home.

9/11 - A Day None of Us Will Ever
Forget

September 11, 2001, a Tuesday. I am sure if you

are asked, “where were you on that fateful day”, you don’t have to think
long before you answer. For me, I was the 355th Support Group
Commander at Davis-Monthan, AFB (Tucson, AZ). I remember vividly
getting the phone call from my Security Forces Squadron Commander...
he said, “Boss, turn on the news”. He had caught me just as [ was getting
home from my morning run. It was just before 0600. The first plane had
already hit the North Tower of the World Trade Center. I immediately
called the Wing Command Post and asked to be connected to the Wing
Commander. While we were talking, the second plane hit the South
Tower at 0603. Air Combat Command quickly followed directing all
bases go into FPCON Delta. We remained in Delta for a period and then
went into Charlie for an extended period as we fielded taskings to move
assets and people to the fight down range. Eventually we moved to
Bravo, where all military installations remain today.

I also vividly remember how we came together as a nation. A framed
picture of where the Towers once stood and words that captured the
essence of being an American during that fateful time hang in the foyer

For me, these words convey who we were then, now, and always
will be:

As the soot and dirt and ash rained down, we became one color.
As we lit candles of waiting and hope, we became one generation.
As we fell to our knees in prayer for strength, we became one faith.

As we whispered or shouted words of encouragement, we spoke one
language.

As we gave our blood in lines a mile long, we became one body.
As we mourned together the great loss, we became one family.
As we cried tears of grief and loss, we became one soul.

As we retell with pride the sacrifices of heroes, we became one
people.

We are the power of one.

One Nation, Under God, Indivisible.
We are United.

We are America.
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The photo was taken by one of my Combat Camera NCOs. Like you, I will never forget 9/11. May we
always be ready to defend her and our way of life. Please share with your family and friends where you
were that fateful day and your role in our response and constant vigilance.

God Bless America and the men and women who keep her safe and free!

H2S (Here to Serve),

Brig Gen Fran Hendricks, USAF Retired
54th President, NWFMOA

Test Your Kn()wledge Take the quiz for a chance to win
a free lunch at our next meeting.

As you may have noticed, the quizzes this year are about the American Revolution in honor
of America’s 250th Anniversary. When you click on the link below, you will see a single
question and a place to give your answer and name. If your answer is correct, you will be
entered into the drawing at the monthly meeting (you have to be present to win your free meal at
the next meeting). You may answer the question multiple times but only the correct answer will
count for the drawing (so answering the question correctly 5 times will not give you more
chances to win). We don’t tell anyone that they got it right or wrong until we disclose the
winner at the meeting. At the meeting, we state the answer and how many got it right. Then we
pull the one winning entry from the hat.

The September Trivia Quiz winner was Westy Westenbarger.

Click the link below to get to the quiz. The winner will be announced at the next meeting. The
person must be present to win.

CLICK HERE

AMERICA

%250

s B



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzR9Q9MSxHGyshuVyNYdWyYmDS8kSzUfYaS2x7M90LZbamQg/viewform

Upcoming Events ‘

Officers Call Thursday, October 29, 2026

5-6:30 PM
Doc’s Oyster Bar & Grill (or TBD)

Bring a friend and a story to tell.

Public Record ‘

"

In Memoriam
Billie Ray Keeler, Col, USAF (Ret)

Got a Chapter question?
Change in personal info?
- Comment?

Don’t know who to ask? q

NEW Members Email: nwfmoa@gmail.com
r) ¥
-

None We’ll get an answer for you.

Join Us
in celebrating
over 67 years
of service To

Our COmmunity_ America's 250th Anniv
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Donors for the 67t Anniversary Banner

Click HERE to see the banner on our webpage

Corporate and Organizational Donors

America's 250th Annivers

Lewis Street Family Foundation Sceptre Security
K of C Fr Howard J Lesch Assy. 1564 American Legion Post 296
AFA - Hurlburt Chapter 398 Tactical Assessment Consultants
Yana’s Alterations Sunest Vettes of NWFL
Merrill - Bass, Byrd, & Associates Faith Independent Baptist Church
Emerald Coast MAC Fisher & Fisher Attorneys at Law

Cornerstone Church A Perfect Balance
FWB First Methodist Church Harvey F. Eckoff VFW Post 7674
Eglin Federal Credit Union Zaxby's Chicken

Pros Heating and Air
Destin Chamber of Commerce

Playground Corvette Club
AFA - Eglin Chapter

Greater FWB Chamber Cutoff Barber Shop
American Legion Post 235 United Way of the Emerald Coast
Crestview Rotary VFW Post 7674 Auxiliary

RNR Property Solutions

Click HERE to see the donor page on our website

Individual Donors

America's 250th Annivers

Pete Peterzen Dr (Col) Teresa Skojac
Michael Becker Rod and Sue Gerdes
Eddie and Peggy Carafa Col & Mrs. R. Bancroft McKittrick

Boa and Reina Bates
Chief Mark Dunn

Steve and Karen Payne

Keven Kirby
Victoria Hansen
Dan and Alice Brown
Dayna Stinebiser
George Hanks
Chris Beam

Bob and Karen Gramm

Gus and Ruth Piccinini
Dave Parisot
David Whalen
Les Matheson
Parker Destin
Doug and Judy Staufter
Jeff and Judy Watson
Fred and Jan Westfall
Fran and Connie Hendricks

Thank You All


https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/resources/

Chaplain’s Corner

By: Chaplain Ray Alexander

This life requires “faith and obedience” Part Two

God will always get you to where He wants you to be if you walk with Him. “In all :
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28.

ol
This new life I started learning to live required “faith and obedience.” The years 1978-1988 would be

quite a struggle. I had to learn to discern what God was speaking and doing in my life and what He was
calling me to do. I had to learn and trust that He would always provide. So, how did He do that?

Here are a few examples that cut out the chase and go straight to the heart and its loyalties. 1 had one
dollar in my pocket. It was to wash and dry my clothes. God said, “Give it in the offering”. It was all |
had. I gave it in the offering that Monday morning in chapel service. I walked back to my next class by
the mailbox. There was a letter from a retired pastor. His name was Brother Clark. A humble and
faithful man who wrote me a word of encouragement in his letter. He said, “Ray I don’t have much to
give but I wanted to give you something.” There was one dollar! A couple of weeks later, I stopped the
same mailbox and there was a letter telling me to come by the finance office. A soft voice said to me,
“It is a scholarship for $500.” My thought immediately took and downgraded that to probably just $50.
Five minutes later, I signed for a $500 scholarship. How many of these stories would you want to hear?
I received that year more than [ was qualified for and had to give some back. I don’t remember why.

I still worked hard in the Summers and saved for the Fall and Spring semesters. So, I finished my
undergraduate studies and was challenged to go on and do the MDIV. This degree meant 3 + more years
of study, 96 hours and a 9-month internship at a church. I was not sure if I could get through this so I
started praying. Out of the blue! One of my professors told me he felt God wanted him to talk to me.
We went to Captain D’s in Cleveland, TN and had God answer the question I was praying about. “Can I
do this program and is this what God wants?”

I married my wife 1 Aug 1981. Started The School of Theology in August. The apartment came though
2 weeks after school started. I found a full-time job and a mini-shift job. I worked 40 hours plus a week
and kept my grades respectable. I would stay there until time for my internship which happened to be in
my home town. My wife also needed to do an internship for 1 year in the lab at a hospital with her
Medical Technology degree. Believe it or not! There was one in my home town. She would go there
and finish. I would find Erskine Theological Seminary and finish my degree and internship. I did not
know at this time that I needed an MDIV to be a US Army Chaplain. I did not know I was going to
pursue that until 1986 after I graduated.

Requirement for chaplain was the MDIV, 3.0 GPA or better and 2 years of pastoral experience which
started while in Seminary. There are so many intricate parts to what God did during this time, it only
proves my opening statement.

The seminary was an excellent place to be. I loved these professors, students and Admin. I went one
semester and didn’t have the money to go back and finish the next. Dr. Randy Ruble called me up 2
weeks into the semester and asked why wasn’t I back. I told him. He said come on down and let’s talk.
The dean of the school is calling me and helping me. God provided what was needed and I gained so
much respect for their genuine care. [ was 27 with a wife and 2 boys at the time and totally burned out
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from school, working, and being a pastor. I graduated in 1986 from Erskine Theological Seminary with
my MDIV.

I now have all of the requirements met to apply for endorsement through my denomination and will
complete the paperwork for AD and send it in to the Chief of Chaplains Office. This is another story
where God is teaching me “just walk with Me.”

The next 2 years, time and time again, God would speak (communicate in a way I understood) and lead
me every step of the way. These steps were always full of peace and joy! It was 8 June 1988 when I
reported into Ft. Monmouth, NJ.

In the Garden, God loved walking with Adam and Eve. Something we often overlook is the fact that it
was God who came looking for Adam and Eve after they disobeyed. He comes to us where ever we are
to “walk with Him.” Be faithful! Be obedient!

God Bless!
Ps.. “You should ask me about the $20”

OUR MISSION

The mission of NWFMOA is to benefit the members of the uniformed services, their families
and survivors and to advocate a strong national defense, while providing needed support to
community and its members.

VACATIONS

[||[IMOAA [[[IMoAA

FLORIDA 2026-2027 Friends

and Family Cruises
Join your fellow members for an
unforgettable group cruise, filled with
camaraderie, relaxation, and fun!

LEARN MORE

Northwest Florida Military Officers Association

EDITORIAL POLICY

' The Defender is a monthly publication of the Northwest

Florida Military Officers Association. The purpose of this
publication is to communicate with, inform, and educate
chapter members. The national MOAA, this local chapter,
and this publication are totally nonpartisan.

2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 || 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020

2018 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 = = . . . 3
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Call to Action 26-01

Three MOAA Advocacy in Action Priorities Need Your Attention

NWFMOA Member -

We need you to TAKE ACTION NOW on all three of MOAA's Summer Advocacy in Action
priorities.

Please act on all three today.

Expanding the Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC) to military spouses. WOTC expired at the

end of 2025. Reauthorizing it — and adding military spouses as an eligible group — would give
employers a meaningful incentive to hire a population that has faced stubbornly high

unemployment for more than a decade. >>Take Action

Restoring GLP-1 coverage for TRICARE For Life (TFL) beneficiaries. In August 2025,
TRICARE ended coverage of GLP-1 medications for TFL beneficiaries being treated for obesity-
related conditions. Thousands of retirees are now paying out of pocket or going without

treatments that were improving their health. >>Take Action

Supporting combat-injured veterans with the Major Richard Star Act. Combat-injured veterans
who were medically retired before reaching 20 years of service currently lose a dollar of earned
retirement pay for every dollar of VA disability compensation they receive. Legislation to correct

that injustice has strong bipartisan support and multiple paths forward in Congress. >>Take
Action

If you would prefer to text Congressman Patronis directly your support of these 3 actions, his cell phone
number is (850) 890-8953. A suggested text follows.

Congressman Patronis I respectfully request your support on the following three bills: (1) Expand the
Work Opportunity Tax Credit to Military Spouses; (2) Restore GLP-1 coverage for TRICARE For Life
beneficiaries; and (3) the Richard Star Act. Thank you for your active leadership in these important

matters.

H2S,

Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF Retired
54th President, NWFMOA


https://us.list-manage.com/UoFnFq1qqcw?e=f547f1a3cd&c2id=9a31b238c7d142b06ed16f5108df792c
https://us.list-manage.com/JyGgv0rWgBY?e=f547f1a3cd&c2id=9a31b238c7d142b06ed16f5108df792c
https://us.list-manage.com/aleOsEw4bhB?e=f547f1a3cd&c2id=9a31b238c7d142b06ed16f5108df792c
https://us.list-manage.com/Vh8aRGJDNoq?e=f547f1a3cd&c2id=9a31b238c7d142b06ed16f5108df792c
https://us.list-manage.com/lkQlLDPROOU?e=f547f1a3cd&c2id=9a31b238c7d142b06ed16f5108df792c
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/121141/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/121141/

Chapter Happenings

September 3 Luncheon Activities

Our September meeting featured another presentation by Lieutenant Colonel (Dr) Elvira Chiccarelli on
the history of Women in the Military. Her focus this time was on women who served during World War
II. Pictured is Elvira along with several of her posters in the background.

Pictured below is Major Chuck Merkel presenting to NWFMOA member Colonel Frank Goldstein in
appreciation for joining the West Point Society. Pictured with them is Major Chris Beam and Major

Merkel’s guest, a 2003 graduate of West Point
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Scholarship Fund

by Dave Parisot

The colleges and ROTC classes have started for the fall semester, and I have
started to receive the documentation from our scholarship awardees, and from the
college admission offices and ROTC Detachments to verify full-time college and
ROTC enrollment. With that documentation, I can pay the scholarship checks for our cadets. This
process usually takes at least two months to complete.

An individual Century Club donor since last month is Chuck Merkle. Thanks, Chuck, for your
donation. As a reminder, if you have not yet made your Century Club donation for 2026, now is a good
time to do so. We plan to increase the number of ROTC scholarships we award in 2027. If you would
like to sponsor (with a tax-deductible donation of $2,000) and name one of these scholarships, please
contact Dave Parisot at nwfmoasf@gmail.com or (850) 613-6545.

Below is the complete list of our Endowed Scholarships, our Gold Century Club members ($500
cumulative minimum donation) and our BG Frank Glunn Century Club members ($100 minimum
donation) for the most previous 12 months, along with our Business Donors. Your support is greatly
appreciated. All of these donations are used to fund our scholarships. [Note: (D) means deceased and
(R) means Renewal of membership. ]

Scholarships: JROTC Scholarships: Lt Col Jim and Mrs Una Heavener Memorial
Scholarship (D) (via their estate, effective 2018); Dave Parisot in memory of his wife, Chong Cha
(Kim) Parisot) (effective 2017); Dr (Lt Col, USAFR, Ret.) Howard and Mrs. Irene Fisher
Scholarship (effective 2022); Dr. (Lt. Col., USAF, Ret.) Fred and Mrs. Jan Westfall Scholarship
(effective 2023); and, Col. (USAF, Ret.) Karl and Mrs. Charlotte Eschmann Scholarship
(effective 2024); Lt. Col. (USAF, Ret.) Larry Bush and Mrs. Joan Bush Memorial Scholarship
(effective 2025); and, Florida Power and Light (effective 2025). ROTC Scholarships: Col.
Rodney, USMC, Ret., and Mrs. Susan Gerdes ROTC Scholarship; Lt. Col. Kevin Kirby, USA,
Ret., ROTC Scholarship; Eglin Federal Credit Union ROTC Scholarship (effective 2026), and,
the Bass, Byrd, and Jones (Merrill Lynch) ROTC Scholarship (Effective 2027).

Gold Century Club: Bill Ryan (Feb 2016); Ruth Cullen, (D) (Oct 2016); Dave Parisot (Feb
2017); Janet Taylor (Mar 2017); Chris Beam (Mar 2017); Bob Garcia (D) (July 2017); Rod
Gerdes (Nov 2017); Larry Bush (Nov 2017); Dr. Howard & Irene Fisher (Nov 2017); Eileen
Arpke (D) (Feb 2018); Fred & Jan Westfall (Apr 2018); Clyde Locke (D) (Apr 2018); WWII,
Korea, and Vietnam Veteran Sam Lombardo (D) (July 2018); Dennis Phillips (Aug 2018); Karl &
Charlotte Eschmann (Oct 2018); Carol Baker (Jan 2019); Ann Adelsperger (Feb 2019); Don
Litke (Aug 2019); Fred Boyer (D) (Aug 2019).Dr. Keith & Elizabeth Kulow (Nov 2019); Al Bills
(Nov. 2019); Kay Dent (Nov. 2019); Dr. Roger Riggenbach (Dec 2019); Robert “Pete” Peterzen
(Dec 2019); Nick Marotta (Oct 2020); Kathy & Jesse Bush (Dec 2020); Patt & Caroline Maney
(Dec 2020); Kevin Kirby (Apr 2021); Scott & Janet Berry (May 2021); Douglas Hardin (D) (Sept
2021); Patrick & Mosla Boab (Dec. 2021); Bob Allen (Feb 2022); Bobbi Hanson Garcia (Mar
2022); Joy Houck (Mar 2022); George Colton (May 2022); Bob Secrest (May 2022); Brig. Gen
Fran & Mrs Connie Hendricks (Oct 2022); Les Matheson (Feb 2023); Dan Brown (April 2023);
Tess Bass (August 2023); Bob Gramm (Dec 2023); Larry Tashlik (Dec 2023); Jean Dutton (D)
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(Oct 2024) and Jeff Watson (Oct 2024); Dick Solt (Mar 2025); Michael Barnes (Apr 2025); [Note:
46 total members]

BG Frank Glunn Century Club: (past 12 months) (R=Renewal): . Nov. 2025: Pete Peterzen (R);
Karl and Charlotte Eschmann (R); Fred and Janet Westfall (R); Tess Bass (R); Dave Parisot (In
memory of Chong Parisot) (R); Dec. 2025: Dr. Keith and Elizabeth Kulow (R); Les Matheson
(R); Bob Gramm (R); Janet Taylor (R) (in honor of Bill Ryan); and Chris Beam (R); Jan, 2026:
Jeff Watson (R) (In memory of Larry Bush); Dennis Phillips (R); and Dave Parisot (R) (In memory
of Larry Bush). Mar. 2026: Rod Gerdes (R); Michael Barnes (R); and Chaplain Tom Azar; May
2026: Howard & Irene Fisher (R); Kevin Kirby (R); July 2026: Dave Parisot (R) (In memory of
Col. Lois Mitchell); Aug. 2026: Scott and Nancy Berry (R); Dave Parisot (R) (In memory of Ma;.
Gen. Don Litke); Sept. 2026: Chuck Merkle (R).

2026 Business JROTC Scholarship Sponsor:($3,000) May2026: Florida Power & Light.
2%
2026 Business ROTC Scholarship Sponsor: ($2,000): May 2026: Eglin Federal Credit Union.

Eglin
Rtk

2025/2026 Business Platinum Donors: ($1,000+): Dec, 2025: Bass, Byrd, Jones & Associates at
Merrill Lynch of FWB (R); March 2026: RNR Property Solutions & Investments by Guillermo
(Willie) & Hunera Oyola; June 2026: LiveQak Fiber.

MERRILL ﬁg (Bass, Byrd, Jones & Associates) E:E% Ln LIVEOAK

A BANK OF AMERICA COMPANY F I B E R

2026 Business Gold Donors ($500 - $749): May 2026: GSS Gear FWB, LLC (R); Step One
Automotive Group (R) and Daisy Day Brands (R).

SOLUTIONS

2025 Business Silver Donors ($250 - $499): July 2026: Lisa Jo Spencer, PA, Attorney-at-Law
2025 Business Bronze Donors ($100 - $249): None

Please support our local businesses that have contributed to our scholarship program.

NWFMOA Scholarship Fund: “HELPING TO BUILD F UTURE MILITARY OFFICERS AND

LEADERS”

D “GO FOR THE GOLD” ~
v

THE NWFMOA SCHOLARSHIP FUND, INC, IS A 501C(3) CORPORATION. DONATIONS ARE TAX EXEMPT AS PROVIDED BY LAW. REGISTRATION # CH20374. A
COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE FL DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE & CONSUMER SERVICES
BY CALLING (800) 435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OF FLORIDA OR VIA THEIR WEBSITE OF HTTPS:/WWW.FDACS.GOV/CONSUMERSERVICES ~REGISTRATION
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT. IRS FEIN is 59-3434498

To make a contribution to the
NWFMOA Scholarship Fund
Click Here.
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Legislative Corner

Thank you for Participating in MOAA’s Summer 2026
Advocacy in Action + Request Your Support for the Take Care
of America’s Veterans Act

At our September lunch meeting, I thanked all for their support of MOAA’s Summer 2026 Advocacy in
Action agenda. MOAA Chapters in Florida led the nation in contacting their respective elected officials
about three key bills. Those three bills were:

Expanding the Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC) to military spouses

The WOTC expired at the end of 2025. Reauthorizing it and adding military spouses as an eligible
group would give employers a meaningful incentive to hire a population that has faced persistently high
unemployment for more than a decade.

Restoring GLP-1 coverage for TRICARE For Life (TFL) beneficiaries

In August 2025, TRICARE ended coverage of GLP-1 medications for TFL beneficiaries being treated
for obesity-related conditions. As a result, thousands of retirees are now paying out of pocket or going
without treatments that were improving their health.

Supporting combat-injured veterans through the Major Richard Star Act

Combat-injured veterans who were medically retired before completing 20 years of service currently
lose one dollar of earned retirement pay for every dollar of VA disability compensation they receive.
Legislation to correct this injustice has strong bipartisan support and several possible paths forward in
Congress.

At the September luncheon I also highlighted the Take Care of America’s Veterans Act and asked all
NWFMOA Members to go on our website and tell our two Senators and our Congressman you support
these bills.

The Take Care of America’s Veterans Act (H.R. 9237/S.4744) is a comprehensive package

containing more than 60 provisions that would address Veterans benefits, health care, education,
transition assistance, caregiver support, and survivor benefits. MOAA's Lt. Gen. Brian Kelly and Ma;.

Gen. April Vogel walk through the Act in this short, informative video: Watch the video. 1
respectfully request you go on our website and click on the “TAKE ACTION” symbol. You will be led
through the simple process that will ensure your voice is heard. I estimate it will take less than a minute
for your letters to be sent.

Thank you for your attention to these important matters.

MOAA
Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF Retired

Military OfMicers Association of America
54th President, NWFMOA

TAKE ACTION
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https://moaa.quorum.us
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/166321/
http://www.apple.com

Surviving Spouse Corner

Chaplains Ray Alexander and Tom Azar have created a number of excellent resources for Surviving
Spouses and it is on our website. Be sure to check it out by clicking on the link below. Or visit our
website and click on Surviving Spouses at the top of the page.

Click here for Surviving Spouse Information

[[[iroaa

NSURANCE

Standing with you
at every stage.

1-800-247-2192 100902
www.moaainsurance.com/plans

GOLD STAR SPOUSES AND EARNED VA BENEFITS

On Gold Star Spouses Day, April 5, 2026, we honored the strength and
sacrifice of surviving spouses of fallen service members. You may be
eligible for VA benefits like home loans, education, and financial support
to help rebuild your life. Click HERE to visit VA today to learn more and
access the benefits you deserve.

Time To Pay Your Dues

It is time to pay your 2026 dues. And, if you haven’t done so already, it is way past time to pay
your 2025 dues. Please make a check for the amount payable for the next year or beyond.

» Not sure if you owe dues? Click HERE.

e [fyou owe dues, click HERE to fill form and send it along with your check to
Treasurer, PO Box 1213, Shalimar, FL 32579.

e You can also now pay your dues by credit card. To do that, click HERE.
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https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/personal-affairs/
https://news.va.gov/146027/gold-star-spouse-va-benefits/?utm_source=middle&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources&utm_id=08APR2026
mailto:mailto:nwfmoa@gmail.com,jeffwatson2011@gmail.com?subject=Do%20I%20owe%20NWFMOA%20Dues?
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/47674e08-0dc0-4001-94de-2c4315d68e01
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/personal-affairs/
https://www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/moaa-insurance-landing-page/

NWFMOA Shirt Purchase Options

SCREEN
‘ EMBROIDERY @pmmmﬁ

. 310 Eglin Parkway
Daisy Day Brands Fort Walton Beach
850-664-2113 Florida 32547

Wear your shirt proudly.

Here is another option...

Looking for a NWFMOA Chapter shirt. In addition to ordering a shirt, you can also buy
your own polo shirt (short or long sleeve) and take it to American Athletic Uniforms, Inc

(90 Eastview Ave, Valparaiso, FL) to have it embroidered with our patch and your name.
Cost of embroidery (Patch + Name) is $15.

Never Stop Serving
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https://aauusa.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/American+Athletic+Uniforms/@30.5062853,-86.4892211,15.58z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x88916992a287eadd:0xf30226408b899bc3!8m2!3d30.5052831!4d-86.4890784!16s/g/1tfczlg8?entry=ttu
https://www.ddbapparel.com/ddb_designer/shop/home

The Council Communique

Florida Council of Chapters
Military Officers Association of America

Click to read the FCoC Communique

Click here to join the

Military Officers Association of America
Basic membership is FREE

Need more reasons to join MOAA? How about these...

Legislative News Updates & Advocacy Efforts
MOAA Newsletters

Chapter & Council Membership & Involvement
Exclusive Travel Discounts on Products & Travel
Access to Member Books & Guides

Financial Education and Consumer Advice
Scholarships, Interest-free Loans & Grants
Expert Advice on Military Pay & Benefits

Career Transition Resources

Subscription to Military Officer Magazine & Exclusive Publications
Spouse Protection

Fee Significantly Reduced at Army & Navy Club of Washington, D.C.

JOIN TODAY

If You Belong to the NWFMOA, You ARE
Part Of The Solution

Click here to join the NWFMOA
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https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://flmoaa.org/news/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
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Click on the form to fill out and pay by mail or credit card.

Northwest Florida Military Officers Assn., Inc. Membership Application/Renewal
P.O. Box 1213, Shalimar, FL 32579

New Members joining this year

AN INVITATION TO YOU: The membership of NWFMOA extends o

sincere invitation to join us in our social cultural, professional ond receive membership through
service activities that extend for the focal to notional levels. December 31 next year for $25.00
Today's Date Membership Renewal
1 yr-$25.00, 2 yr-$48.00, 3 yr-$65.00
Last Name First Name Initial Life Membership Dues**
Age Dues Age Dues
Spouse Phone 101+  Free 71-75  240.00
96-100 50.00 66-70  275.00
Address City State & Zip Code 91-95  75.00 61-65  295.00
86-90 110.00 56-60  335.00
81-85 150.00 51-55 360.00
Ao 76-80  195.00 50 395.00
Surviving Spouses
Rank Sevics MOAA Member Number | racejve a FREE Life Membership
[CRegular [JReserve [[INational Guard [T] Active Duty [CJRetired [CJFormer
This application is for:

[[]Life Member [JNew Member [JRenewal [[]Surviving Spouse [JOther

Make Checks payabie to NWFMOA or to Northwest Florida Military Officers Assn. Inc.

Check here is you do not want your [Jname, [[Jphone number, or [[Jemail address listed

in the printed chapter directories, Membership Includes a subscription to The Defender for JOIN US TODAY
the dues period. We are a charier member of MOAA and recommend that our members
belong to the national organization. Our association is also a member of the Florida Council
of Chapters, itself an affiliate of MOAA
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https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf

Important Things To Remember

What What to Click
Make a reservation for our monthly luncheon. Click Here
Join NWFMOA Click Here
Join MOAA Click Here
Send feedback or comments about the Defender | bobgrammS@gmail.com

Update Your
Contact
Information

Is your personal information up to date?

If any of your vital information has changed, like
if you’ve moved and have a new mailing address,
or a new phone number or email address, please

use the Update Your Information link on our
NWFMOA website.

Click HERE to update your information.
The information you provide helps us keep

in touch with you and is ONLY used by the
NWFMOA

MOAA

Miliary Officers Association of America

Follow us on Facebook
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14f8loO2BJnM7vF6lsEYaopZHHkj8yWMguQRlWk7NY1k/viewform?pli=1&pli=1&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9a096bOPZmVQQsasPzw8RwOH4MzoKzCFzwZT_ErG1atY-dA/viewform
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
mailto:bobgramm5@gmail.com?subject=Defender%20Comments%20or%20Feedback
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1179275369418920
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1179275369418920

