
Our August Lunch Meeting Features	
 Col Jeff Macrander 

Our August guest speaker will be 
Col Jeff Macrander, USAF (Ret.). 
Col Macrander grew up in Fort 
Walton Beach and attended Fort 
Walton Beach High School 
before earning his commission 
through the University of Florida 
AFROTC. His expressed lifelong 
ambition was to be a combat 
rescue pilot. 

He was a Jolly Green pilot in the 
Air Force and his presentation 
will focus on his role as the pilot 
of the Jolly Green who rescued 
Petty Officer Marcus Luttrell, US 
Navy, SEAL Team 10 and the 
Lone Survivor of Operation 
Redwing. To prepare for the presentation, we invite everyone to watch 
the movie starring Mark Wahlberg as Petty Officer Luttrell or read the 
book, same title (Lone Survivor).  

Col Macrander went on to command the 920th Rescue Wing (AFRC) at 
Patrick AFB, now Space Force Base, from 2011 through 2016. The wing 
is the Air Force Reserve Command’s only combat search and rescue unit 
and operates HC-130J Combat King II aircraft and HH-60W Jolly Green 
helicopters to accomplish an array of missions. Its primary task is to 
rescue downed airmen and evacuate wounded U.S. fighters from the 
battlefield. The wing also provides range clearance duties during space 
launches. With four operating bases around the United States, wing 
assets are also deployed to support disaster-relief efforts worldwide.  

Please join us for our August 6th lunch which will start with a social gathering at 1130 with the meeting 
beginning at 1200 followed by lunch.  To make reservations click  HERE.  You may also call Karl 
Eschmann at 850-621-7482. Reservations are REQUIRED and must be made no later than August 1. 
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When: Thursday August 6th 
Time: Gathering 1130, Lunch 
1200, Program to follow 
Place: Fort Walton Yacht Club 
        180 Ferry Road, NE, FWB 
Program: Guest Speaker. Col 
Jeff Macrander, USAF (Ret)
——————————————— 
MAKE A RESERVATION 
     • Reservations are Required 
     • Wear a name tag 
     • Bring proper change: $16  
Reservation deadline is Saturday at 
noon prior to meeting. Go to 
nwfmoa.flmoaa.org and select the 
link “Click here to make 
reservations”, or email 
nwfreservations@gmail.com, or call 
Karl Eschmann at 850-621-7482 to 
make a reservation. 
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Call To Arms…MOAA Legislative 
Actions 

MOAA was founded 97 years ago with two specific purposes. Its initial 
purpose was to be a forum where former and retired military officers 
could meet, check up on each other, and provide service to those who 
had previously served and to those presently serving. From that forum 
and the discussions that took place there, the second purpose 
materialized. That purpose was the safeguarding of benefits promised to 
those who had or were presently serving. This group of former and 
retired officers were not restricted from voicing their support, concern, 
and outright disagreement with proposed changes to those benefits. As 
the Association grew, so did their political clout. Today, MOAA is the 
most respected advocate for military benefits on Capitol Hill.  

To protect the benefits of all who have served in the military, MOAA 
relies on its members to voice their support, concern, and outright 
disagreement with proposed legislation impacting military members and 
their families. At each monthly luncheon, I take time to share one of 
MOAA’s current legislative campaigns and to ask you to voice your 

support. In both this President’s Pen and the Legislative Corner, I will address two specific MOAA 
campaigns and ask you to Take Action now.  

Protect Servicemember Pay During Any Future Shutdown (Shutdown Fairness Act) 

The Shutdown Fairness Act would protect the pay of all uniformed servicemembers, including Drill 
Status Reservists, during any future federal funding lapse. MOAA supports this effort to end the 
recurring disruption and financial uncertainty shutdowns create for servicemembers and their families, 
and backs an amendment extending the same protection to U.S. Public Health Service and NOAA 
Commissioned Corps members. 

Click on the below "Take Action" to make your voice heard. 

Take Action! 
H2S (Here to Serve), 

Brig Gen Fran Hendricks, USAF Retired  
54th President, NWFMO 
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Take the quiz for a chance to win 
a free lunch at our next meeting.

As you may have noticed, the quizzes this year are about the American Revolution in honor 
of America’s 250th Anniversary.  When you click on the link below, you will see a single 
question and a place to give your answer and name.  If your answer is correct, you will be 
entered into the drawing at the monthly meeting (you have to be present to win your free meal at 
the next meeting). You may answer the question multiple times but only the correct answer will 
count for the drawing (so answering the question correctly 5 times will not give you more 
chances to win).  We don’t tell anyone that they got it right or wrong until we disclose the 
winner at the meeting. At the meeting, we state the answer and how many got it right. Then we 
pull the one winning entry from the hat.  

The May Trivia Quiz winner was Richard Talley and the June winner was Karl Eschmann. 

Click the link below to get to the quiz.  The winner will be announced at the next meeting. The 
person must be present to win. 

CLICK HERE

Thursday, July 30, 2026 	
5-6:30 PM	

Doc’s Oyster Bar & Grill (or TBD)

Click on the logo for a map to Doc’s

Bring a friend and a story to tell.
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Visibility with Availability 
The Chaplain serves as a part of the Commander’s special staff.  My purpose was to 
implement the Commanders Religious program.  I participated in all Command Staff 
meetings and met with many of the Commanders weekly one on one.  This puts the 
Chaplain in a unique position.  You gain an understanding of the mission and unit  
leaders while seeing the mission from the top down.  At the same time, your relationship with the 
Soldiers provides you the opportunity to see the unit from the bottom up.  I became a part of the staff 
and part of the Soldiers. 

My visibility generated many types of questions about the mission, life problems and future hopes.  
Visibility with availability helped to reduce and catch all kinds of problems early.  This included 
catching early those who would have thoughts of suicide.  They confided in me even more since I have 
special privileged communications.  Gaining and maintaining trust was essential.   

The Chaplain and unit relationship happens faster when you train together and deploy together.  During 
these times, I found that the relationship went from just being an officer but being seen as a real person.  
I struggled as they did through the long months of training, deployment, and separation.  I gained 
creditability.   

Creditability extended to the entire community.  Every placed I have lived or was stationed became very 
special because of all we met.  The people, place and work were always very challenging.  However, 
nothing compares to the deployments.  You rapidly get close to so many when you are the Chaplain.  
Soldiers and Officers come to talk things through, both during the day and some leaders at night.  You 
are their Pastor in every sense of the word.  This extended to every person no matter if there are 
religious or not.  You become their confidant and someone they turn to for help with all kinds of 
problems. 

My first duty assignment was to the 24th Infantry Division, Ft. Stewart, GA.  My units were the 24th 
Signal Battalion and the 224th Forward Support Battalion.  I was the Battalion Chaplain for 1200 
Soldiers.  These are the units I deployed with to Desert Shield and Desert Storm in August 1990-April 
1991.  I conducted as many as 9 Sunday services, weekly Bible Studies, coordinated Catholic, Jewish, 
and other types of religious services for over 1500 in the unit’s area of operations.   

I performed 5 special services where each one was anointed with oil and received a special blessing just 
before we crossed the border.  We stood in the dust blowing along the road and vehicles passing.  This 
did not stop these Soldiers at A Company, B Company nor C Company. The Spirit of God came upon 
them and they were visibly shaken by His presence.  This was not emotion or fear.  They were putting 
their faith and trust in God and He responded.    

We trained so much at Ft. Stewart that I hoped for a little break in this upcoming next assignment.  It did 
not happen.  Assignment, Berlin Brigade in Berlin, GM. assigned to the 5th 502nd Infantry Battalion 
and the McNair Chapel as Assistant Brigade Chaplain This was over 700 Soldiers, Family members and 
a vibrant and full chapel program. 

In 1991, the Wall was down and their mission changed from urban warfare to a rapid deployment force.  
This meant that within 12 hours the first Company was in the air.  To get ready, our Company units were 
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in the field the 1st year for up to 208 days and the 2nd year 180 days.  We trained in Berlin, 
Grafenwoehr, Weldflecken, Hohenfels and 1 unique training as opposing forces with the British Queen’s 
Regiment.  We were in Hohenfels alone 14 times in 2 years.  

The third year I moved into the position of Deputy Garrison Chaplain.  Responsibility only increased.  I 
was the Senior Pastor/Chaplain for the 2 General Protestant programs and Supervisory Chaplain over 
other religious programs.  This last year saw record breaking numbers for the special Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and Summer community programs we added.  Example, approximately 400 came to the 
Thanksgiving Day program in Dress Blue uniform.  The MG couldn’t believe and had never seen 
anything like it.  Christmas Eve was overflowing with German and Americans.  The emotions ran high.  
This was in addition to the draw down delegated responsibility surrounding closure of the Berlin 
Brigade.   

In 1994, Hanau, GM and the 18th Corps Support Battalion. This did not change my training 
environment.  This unit went to the field to train and prepare to be Implementation Force (IFOR) for 
Croatia and Bosnia.  We trained in Grafenwoehr as it grew to about 14000 training there.  This prepared 
us for the mission approved by the Dayton Peace Accord.   We were there from December 1995-
September 1996.  

Story- 18CSB was there to receive the Second Armor Division coming in on train.  These Soldiers were 
on the train 7 days.  A group getting off told their Sergeant they wanted to Service.  I was more than 
happy to do it.   

I can and never will forget the 8 Soldiers who stood there with me in this very small station.  We prayed, 
read Scripture, sang hymns and listened to a sermon.  The most beautiful thing was the presence of God.  
Christmas came just a few days later and a meal would be flown in for us all.  

The other train station repeated almost the same scenario.  Soldiers were there and more than twice the 
number this time.  We made a circle and had a worship service. In the middle of a train station with 
people looking on and intently watching.   

I spent my last 9 months on active duty with the 10th Mountain Division and the 10th Signal Battalion 
in Watertown, NY.  I moved on to Minot, ND in September 1998 and remained there as Senior Pastor 
for 6 years to be followed by 4 years as Senior Pastor in Colorado, Springs, CO. 

It was after September 11, 2001, I received calls to come back in the USAR.  I did resign from the 
USAR but the paperwork did not get processed correctly to remove me from the Individual Ready 
Reserve.  I was shocked when a letter came in the mail congratulating me on my promotion to Major.  
After praying for 1 year, it was decided to go into the Army USAR and later the Active Guard Reserve 
(AGR).   

I was assigned to Ft. Carson and served with the 5th Armor Division as the Brigade Chaplain. I was 
called up to deploy to the Middle East.  My Command Chaplain argued they needed m in this new start 
up unit and I did not go.  We spent 6 months at Ft. Bliss in Texas preparing units for deployment.  It was 
during this time, I put in my paperwork for the AGR and was accepted. 

My AGR assignments were at Camp Parks and Moffett Field in Dublin and Mountain View, CA as the 
Garrison Chaplain.  Religious support was extensive.  Two chapels were reopened and renovated.  
Regular services, studies, training, and programs were started.  This was not including over 2500 people 
living in the 2 housing communities, but also AD Army, Army Reserve, Navy, Air Force, Marine, Coast 
Guard, AD Engineers in San Francisco and Park Rangers the Engineers oversaw.  The Community 
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relationship projects were multiple and with varied organizations military, civilian, State officials and 
religious leaders from many back grounds.   These all added other dimensions. 

Ft. Buchanan, Puerto Rico was the next assignment as Garrison Chaplain.  Support was provided to 
about 32 different agencies all over the island.  I left there after 2 years going to the Chaplain School at 
Ft. Jackson in Columbia, SC.  I served as the Total Force Integrator until I started my out processing for 
retirement in 2017. 

I was a US Army Chaplain.  I took care of all Soldiers and their families.  My presence and availability 
was well rewarded by the respect I was given. 
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And Remember… 
Never Stop Serving

https://www.moaa.org/content/benefits-and-discounts/exclusive-discounts/travel/moaa-vacations/
https://brennco.com/MOAAVACATIONS/Florida/
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In Memoriam 
Christine Lee Hallion, Col USAF (Ret)  
Lois Mitchell, Col USAF (Ret) and 
spouse of NWFMOA member Gene 
Mitchell 
New Members 
Loren Bartley, Lt Col, USAF (Ret) 

mailto:mailto:nwfmoa@gmail.com?subject=Question%20for%20the%20Chapter
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/resources/


Donors for the 67th Anniversary Banner 

Click HERE to see the banner on our webpage 

Click HERE to see the donor page on our website 
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Thank You All

Corporate and Organizational Donors

Lewis Street Family Foundation Sceptre Security
K of C Fr Howard J Lesch Assy. 1564 American Legion Post 296

AFA - Hurlburt Chapter 398 Tactical Assessment Consultants 
Yana’s Alterations Sunest Vettes of NWFL 

Merrill - Bass, Byrd, & Associates Faith Independent Baptist Church
Emerald Coast MAC Fisher & Fisher Attorneys at Law
Cornerstone Church A Perfect Balance

FWB First Methodist Church Harvey F. Eckoff VFW Post 7674
Eglin Federal Credit Union Zaxby's Chicken

Pros Heating and Air Playground Corvette Club 
Destin Chamber of Commerce AFA - Eglin Chapter

Greater FWB Chamber Cutoff Barber Shop 
American Legion Post 235 United Way of the Emerald Coast

Crestview Rotary VFW Post 7674 Auxiliary
RNR Property Solutions

Individual Donors

George Hanks David Whalen
Chris Beam Les Matheson

Bob and Karen Gramm Parker Destin
Dr (Col) Teresa Skojac Doug and Judy Stauffer

Rod and Sue Gerdes Jeff and Judy Watson 
Col & Mrs. R. Bancroft McKittrick Fred and Jan Westfall

Gus and Ruth Piccinini Fran and Connie Hendricks
Dave Parisot

https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/resources/


Call to Action 25-01 

Replace Your Legacy Military ID Card 

If you haven’t changed your and your spouse’s military ID to the new Next Generation Uniformed 
Services Identification (USID) card, you should do so at your earliest convenience. 

How do you know if you have the correct military ID card?  The new plastic-based Next Generation 
Uniformed Services Identification (USID) card is white.  The legacy paper-based cards are red, brown, 
green, blue, and tan in color.  See below. 

As of September 2025, DoD had yet to announce a termination date for paper-based cards, including 
those with indefinite (“INDEF”) expiration dates.  “It's important for USID cardholders to know these 
older paper-based forms of ID will eventually be terminated, and will need to be replaced by the new 
plastic-based USID card,” according to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS).  “This is 
true even if your old ID card has an INDEF expiration date on it.” 

Both you and your spouse can get your new Next Generation Uniformed Services Identification (USID) 
card by visiting the Eglin Military Personnel Section, Building 210 (310 Van Matre Avenue).  
Appointments are not required.  Search military ID cards Eglin AFB online for instructions on how to 
sign into the queue before arriving, thereby shortening your wait time. 

If you would like additional information on the new ID Card, please see the MOAA ID Cards page on 
the MOAA website. 

Bottom line: recommend you replace your “old” military ID Card with the new one at your earliest 
convenience. 

H2S,  

Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF Retired 
54th President, NWFMOA 
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America 250 Celebration at the air Force Armament Museum 
Okaloosa County celebrated America’s 250th Anniversary at the Air Force Armament Museum.  Fellow 
NWFMOA member Les Matheson, Lt Col USAF (Ret), is pictured in colonial attire while holding the 
Florida state flag near the center.  The event was held on July 3, 2026. 

￼ 	10



July 2 Luncheon Activities 
NWFMOA Treasurer, Doug Stauffer, gave an outstanding 
presentation on the founding of America from 1776 to 1783. 
He concisely summarized his new book (his 25th), America 
at 250: A Republic If You Can Keep It.  He stressed that “the 
250-year remembrance extends beyond a single calendar year.
The true scope of the celebration runs from 1776 to 1783 –
covering the Declaration of Independence to Yorktown, from
Yorktown to peace, and from peace to Washington’s
resignation.  America’s ‘founding decade’ is the entire canvas
on which God painted the origins of the nation.” Doug
received a standing ovation.

NWFMOA President Fran Hendricks congratulate Doug 
on his excellent presentation. 

President Fran Hendricks offers James Alexander first 
pick of a set of Tall Ship pictures donated to NWFMOA 
by member Gus Piccinini. Pictured are NWFMOA 
Chaplain Ray Alexander, James Alexander (Ray’s 
grandson), and Fran. Ray said James chose the Clipper 
Ship picture 
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Fort Walton Beach Chamber honored NWFMOA Member Paul 
Singleton for attending 2,000 events in 50-year streak 
The Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of 
Commerce honored longtime Chamber Ambassador 
Paul Singleton on June 24 as he reached 2,000 
Chamber events attended, a streak that began in 1976.  
They also celebrated his 93rd Birthday which fell on 
June 21. 

As NWFMOA member, Doug Stauffer stated in his 
FWB Life article “The celebration at Home2 Suites by 
Hilton at Freedom Tech Center was filled with 
laughter, warmth, and the kind of personal touches that 
made everyone feel the affection behind it.  Paul was 
dressed in a green robe, wearing a crown and holding a 
scepter, looking every bit like the reigning King of 
Chamber Ribbon Cuttings.  Adding to the fun was a 
large clock featuring Paul’s face, a playful substitute 
for a gold Rolex and a perfect reminder that, around 
the Chamber, it has been ‘Paul time’ for a very long 
time.” 

FWB Chamber President and CEO, Ted Corcoran, was 
the master of ceremonies.  “He made the celebration meaningful, memorable, and full of heart.”  He 
organized several presentations to Paul by current and past Chamber leaders.  And our very own 
NWFMOA president, Fran Hendricks, told the story of Lt Col Paul Singleton as a Special Operations 

C-130 crewmember who courageously prevented
an attack on a wrong-target during Operation
Urgent Fury in Grenada.

“Immediately following the celebration, Paul did 
what Paul does.  He went on to the grand opening 
and ribbon cutting for Grow with Us Learning 
Academy at the Freedom Tech Center, adding yet 
another Chamber appearance to his already 
incredible total.” 

Please click HERE to see all the NWFMOA 
photos.  Taken in part from getthecoast.com and “Paul Singleton: A Crown Well Earned” FWB Life. 
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Photo compilation by Doug Stauffer

http://atplus.com/outreach/singleton/album/index.html
http://coast.com


 

Calling all B-52 Aircrew, Maintainers and Enthusiasts 
NWFMOA Board Of Directors member, Karl Eschmann, is the historian for the B-52 Stratofortress 
Association.  You might remember that he authored “Linebacker: The Untold Story of the Air Raids 
Over North Vietnam” which was published by Random House Ivey Books in 1989.  He submitted this 
article to inform those Chapter members who were also associated with the “Bomber” about this great 
association. 

Tinker AFB OK Association Rendezvous, 2024 

Over the past sixty years, tens of thousands of pilots, navigators, EWOs, and gunners have pulled alert 
with or flown the World’s Greatest Warplane. Together their stories tell its raison d’être, its reason for 
being. 

A few years ago it was said that the last B-52 crewmember had not yet been born. Today that may or 
may not be true, but it’s probably true that that last crewmember is still in grammar school. 

You don’t have to have had direct contact with the BUF to appreciate its contribution to history.  
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There are aviation historians, students of the Cold War, Vietnam, Desert Storm, the Balkan Wars of the 
‘90s, and the current Middle Eastern wars who recognize and want to preserve the history of America’s 
Big Stick. 

And, of course, they’re enthusiasts who just recognize greatness when they see it and want to be part of 
its preservation. 

The People Behind the B-52 

The Association brings together all those who have been or are associated with the BUF—designers and 
builders, aircrew, maintainers, enthusiasts — to exchange memories. We try to help old buddies find 
each other -- anything it takes to keep alive the history of the weapon known in its early days as 
“America’s Long Rifle.” 

Association Purpose 

The purpose of the B-52 Stratofortress Association is to document and perpetuate the history of the B-52 
Stratofortress aircraft. Activities to this end shall include, but not be limited to the following: 

a. The accumulation, exchange, and distribution of historical information on the B- 52. 
b. Collection of historical materials relating to the design, development, and operation of the B-52. 
These materials are currently archived at the Castle Air Museum in Atwater, California. 
c. Publication of a newsletter to inform the active membership of the Associations’ activities and to carry 
out the first activity. 
d. Organize periodic reunions of those who designed, manufactured, maintained, and operated the B-52, 
as well as anyone with an historical interest in the aircraft 
e. Be a source of commemorative items highlighting the B-52 and its service. 
f. Facilitate renewed and continued fellowship among those who share association with the B-52 
Stratofortress 

Reunion 2026 

Every two years, there is a Rendezvous Reunion of all the members for several days. Last year it was at 
Tinker AFB OK at the Air Logistics Center where B-52s are modified and upgraded, and also the 
Boeing B-52J Integration Lab where they are designing the 7-8 mods, including replacing the engines 
on the jet. 

Next year, from 10-13 September 2026, the reunion will be in Seattle Washington. The Tours will 
include Boeing Facilities, The Museum of Flight, and Pike Place Market. If you join the association, be 
sure to sign up for the Rendezvous. 

If you have any interest in joining the B-52 Association, simply go to the website https://
stratofortress.org and go to the membership form. It is $20 for individuals, or $30 for you and your 
spouse jointly.  

If you have any questions regarding the Association, please call your local area member, Karl 
Eschmann, at 850-621-7482, or email: phanfix@cox.net. 
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FWB Chamber of Commerce recognizes local non-profit organizations; more local 
Business Scholarship donations come in; looking forward to fall ROTC scholarship 
enrollments/renewals. 

On June 18th, the FWB Chamber of Commerce highlighted local non-profit organizations at their 
monthly “Business After Hours” program held at the Emerald Coast Harley dealership and sponsored by 
Mills Heating and Air Conditioning.  Our NWFMOA booth highlighted the activities of our two IRS 
Chapter 501c(3) non-profit corporations:  the NWFMOA Scholarship Fund, Inc., and the NWFMOA 
Community Outreach Fund, Inc.  Chapter President Fran Hendricks, Defender Editor Bob Gramm, 
and Scholarship Fund President Dave Parisot represented NWFMOA.  Approximately 30 local non-
profits and 200 local business representatives  attended.  We want to thank the FWB Chamber and Mills 
Heating and Air Conditioning for hosting this event. 

Since my July article, the Scholarship Fund has received one more donation check from local 
businesses.  LiveOak Fiber of Niceville is a new Business Platinum Sponsor ($1,000).  We thank them 
most heartily for supporting our scholarships for local JROTC cadets.  Dave Parisot has donated $100 in 
memory of Col. (USAF, Ret.) Lois Mitchell, spouse of Chapter member Gene Mitchell.  As a 
reminder, if you have not yet made your Century Club donation for 2026, now is a good time to do so.  
We plan to increase the number of ROTC scholarships we award in 2027.  If you would like to sponsor 
and name one of these scholarships, please contact Dave Parisot at nwfmoa@gmail.com or (850) 
613-6545. 

Soon I will be contacting all of our current scholarship awardees (about 25 students) to remind them to 
get their letters from their colleges and ROTC units showing they are enrolled in college in a full-time 
status and in the ROTC unit.  Upon receipt of verification, we will send their scholarship checks to the 
colleges on behalf of the students. 
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Below is the complete list of our Endowed Scholarships, our Gold Century Club members ($500 
cumulative minimum donation) and our BG Frank Glunn Century Club members ($100 minimum 
donation) for the most previous 12 months, along with our Business Donors. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.  All of these donations are used to fund our scholarships. [Note: (D) means deceased and 
(R) means Renewal of membership.]	

	 Endowed Scholarships: JROTC Scholarships: Lt Col Jim and Mrs Una Heavener Memorial 
Scholarship (D) (via their estate, effective 2018); Dave Parisot in memory of his wife, Chong Cha 
(Kim) Parisot) (effective 2017); Dr (Lt Col, USAFR, Ret.) Howard and Mrs. Irene Fisher 
Scholarship (effective 2022); Dr. (Lt. Col., USAF, Ret.) Fred and Mrs. Jan Westfall Scholarship 
(effective 2023); and, Col. (USAF, Ret.) Karl and Mrs. Charlotte Eschmann Scholarship 
(effective 2024); Lt. Col. (USAF, Ret.) Larry Bush and Mrs. Joan Bush Memorial Scholarship 
(effective 2025); and, Florida Power and Light (effective 2025).  ROTC Scholarships:  Col. 
Rodney, USMC, Ret., and Mrs. Susan Gerdes ROTC Scholarship; Lt. Col. Kevin Kirby, USA, 
Ret., ROTC Scholarship; Eglin Federal Credit Union ROTC Scholarship (effective 2026), and, 
the Bass, Byrd, and Jones (Merrill Lynch) ROTC Scholarship (Effective 2027). 

	 Gold Century Club: Bill Ryan (Feb 2016); Ruth Cullen, (D)   (Oct 2016); Dave Parisot (Feb 
2017); Janet Taylor (Mar 2017); Chris Beam (Mar 2017); Bob Garcia (D) (July 2017); Rod 
Gerdes (Nov 2017); Larry Bush (Nov 2017); Dr. Howard & Irene Fisher (Nov 2017); Eileen 
Arpke (D) (Feb 2018); Fred & Jan Westfall (Apr 2018); Clyde Locke (D) (Apr 2018); WWII, 
Korea, and Vietnam Veteran Sam Lombardo (D) (July 2018); Dennis Phillips (Aug 2018); Karl & 
Charlotte Eschmann (Oct 2018); Carol Baker (Jan 2019); Ann Adelsperger (Feb 2019); Don 
Litke (Aug 2019); Fred Boyer (D) (Aug 2019).Dr. Keith & Elizabeth Kulow (Nov 2019); Al Bills 
(Nov. 2019); Kay Dent (Nov. 2019); Dr. Roger Riggenbach (Dec 2019); Robert “Pete” Peterzen 
(Dec 2019); Nick Marotta (Oct  2020); Kathy & Jesse Bush (Dec 2020); Patt & Caroline Maney 
(Dec 2020); Kevin Kirby (Apr 2021); Scott & Janet Berry (May 2021); Douglas Hardin (D) (Sept 
2021);   Patrick & Mosla Boab (Dec. 2021); Bob Allen (Feb 2022); Bobbi Hanson Garcia (Mar 
2022); Joy Houck (Mar 2022); George Colton (May 2022); Bob Secrest (May 2022); Brig. Gen 
Fran & Mrs Connie Hendricks (Oct 2022); Les Matheson (Feb 2023); Dan Brown (April 2023); 
Tess Bass (August 2023);   Bob Gramm (Dec 2023); Larry Tashlik (Dec 2023);   Jean Dutton (D) 
(Oct 2024) and Jeff Watson (Oct 2024); Dick Solt (Mar 2025); Michael Barnes (Apr 2025); [Note: 
46 total members] 

	 BG Frank Glunn Century Club: (past 12 months) (R=Renewal):  June 2025: Dave Parisot (R) 
(In memory of Col. Jake Bush); July 2025: George Colton (R) (In memory of Angela Colton).  
Nov. 2025:  Pete Peterzen (R); Karl and Charlotte Eschmann (R); Fred and Janet Westfall 
(R); Tess Bass (R); Dave Parisot (In memory of Chong Parisot) (R); Dec. 2025:  Dr. Keith and 
Elizabeth Kulow (R); Les Matheson (R); Bob Gramm (R); Janet Taylor (R) (in honor of Bill 
Ryan); and Chris Beam (R); Jan, 2026:  Jeff Watson (R) (In memory of Larry Bush); Dennis 
Phillips (R); and Dave Parisot (R) (In memory of Larry Bush).  Mar. 2026: Rod Gerdes (R); 
Michael Barnes (R); and Chaplain Tom Azar; May 2026: Howard & Irene Fisher (R); Kevin 
Kirby (R); July 2026: Dave Parisot (R) (In memory of Col. Lois Mitchell). 
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	 2026 Business JROTC Scholarship Sponsor:($3,000) May2026:  Florida Power & Light. 

	 2026 Business ROTC Scholarship Sponsor: ($2,000):  May 2026:  Eglin Federal Credit Union. 

	 2025/2026 Business Platinum Donors: ($1,000+): Dec, 2025:  Bass, Byrd, Jones & Associates at 
Merrill Lynch of FWB (R); March 2026: RNR Property Solutions & Investments by Guillermo 
(Willie) & Hunera Oyola; June 2026: LiveOak Fiber. 

	 	 	 	 	 (Bass, Byrd, Jones & Associates) 

	 2026 Business Gold Donors ($500 - $749): May 2026:  GSS Gear FWB, LLC (R); Step One 
Automotive Group (R);and Daisy Day Brands (R). 

	 2025 Business Silver Donors ($250 - $499): None 

	 2025 Business Bronze Donors  ($100 - $249): None 

Please support our local businesses that have contributed to our scholarship program. 

NWFMOA Scholarship Fund: “HELPING TO BUILD FUTURE MILITARY OFFICERS AND 
LEADERS” 

“GO FOR THE GOLD” 

THE NWFMOA SCHOLARSHIP FUND, INC, IS A 501C(3) CORPORATION.  DONATIONS ARE TAX  EXEMPT AS PROVIDED BY LAW.  REGISTRATION # CH20374.  A 
COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE FL DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE & CONSUMER SERVICES 
BY CALLING (800) 435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OF FLORIDA OR VIA THEIR WEBSITE OF HTTPS://WWW.FDACS.GOV/CONSUMERSERVICES   REGISTRATION 
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.  IRS FEIN is 59-3434498 
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Major Richard Star Act 
During our July lunch meeting, I discussed bill (H.R. 2102/S.1032), The Major 
Richard Star Act. Following is the letter that I sent to Congressman Patronis, and Senators Moody and 
Scott regarding the needed legislation. 

For the past three sessions of Congress, the Major Richard Star Act (H.R. 2102 / S. 1032) has 
enjoyed overwhelming bipartisan support in both chambers. Enactment of this legislation would end 
the unjust offset reducing military retirement pay for more than 59,000 combat-injured veterans. This 
bill deserves floor consideration and a recorded vote.  

These veterans — many of whom sustained life-altering injuries in combat — earned their retirement 
pay through years of service, yet they see it reduced dollar-for-dollar because of the VA disability 
compensation they receive. In some cases, their earned retirement pay is eliminated entirely. 

Retired pay is for completed years of service. Disability compensation covers wounds, injuries, and 
illnesses incurred in service to our nation. These are distinct benefits earned for different purposes, 
yet combat-injured veterans are forced to sacrifice one to receive the other.  

Thank you for your support of the Major Richard Star Act. With multiple legislative routes for this 
long-overdue fix to take effect, please use any and all of them in your work to support our wounded 
warriors, and to show those currently in service that our nation will honor its commitment to all who 
wear the uniform. 

Sincerely. 

Brig Gen Fran Hendricks, USAF Retired 
54th President, Northwest Florida Military Officers Association  

MOAA is so close to getting this legislation across the goal line. All it needs is a final big push before 
the current Congress ends. I invite you to express your support for this bill by submitting a letter to our 
three representatives in Washington DC. Please click HERE to participate in this effort. The letter will 
self-generate, and you can edit to your liking.  

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.   

H2S, 

Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF Retired                                                                           54th President, 
NWFMOA 
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Legislative Corner

https://moaa.quorum.us
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/121141/


 

Chaplains Ray Alexander and Tom Azar have created a number of excellent resources for Surviving 
Spouses and it is on our website.  Be sure to check it out by clicking on the link below.  Or visit our 
website and click on Surviving Spouses at the top of the page. 

 

GOLD STAR SPOUSES AND EARNED VA BENEFITS 
On Gold Star Spouses Day, April 5, 2026, we honored the strength and 
sacrifice of surviving spouses of fallen service members. You may be 
eligible for VA benefits like home loans, education, and financial support 
to help rebuild your life. Click HERE to visit VA today to learn more and 
access the benefits you deserve. 

￼  

It is time to pay your 2026 dues.  And, if you haven’t done so already, it is way past time to pay 
your 2025 dues.  Please make a check for the amount payable for the next year or beyond. 

• Not sure if you owe dues?  Click HERE. 

• If you owe dues, click HERE to fill form and send it along with your check to 
            Treasurer, PO Box 1213, Shalimar, FL 32579. 

• You can also now pay your dues by credit card.  To do that, click HERE. 
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https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/personal-affairs/
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/personal-affairs/
https://news.va.gov/146027/gold-star-spouse-va-benefits/?utm_source=middle&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources&utm_id=08APR2026
mailto:mailto:nwfmoa@gmail.com,jeffwatson2011@gmail.com?subject=Do%20I%20owe%20NWFMOA%20Dues?
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/47674e08-0dc0-4001-94de-2c4315d68e01
https://www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/moaa-insurance-landing-page/


NWFMOA Shirt Purchase Options	
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Here is another option… 
Looking for a NWFMOA Chapter shirt. In addition to ordering a shirt, you can also buy 
your own polo shirt (short or long sleeve) and take it to American Athletic Uniforms, Inc 
(90 Eastview Ave, Valparaiso, FL) to have it embroidered with our patch and your name. 
Cost of embroidery (Patch + Name) is $15. 

￼ 	 ￼ 	

Never Stop Serving

https://www.ddbapparel.com/ddb_designer/shop/home
https://aauusa.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/American+Athletic+Uniforms/@30.5062853,-86.4892211,15.58z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x88916992a287eadd:0xf30226408b899bc3!8m2!3d30.5052831!4d-86.4890784!16s/g/1tfczlg8?entry=ttu
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￼

Click to read the FCoC Communique	

If You Belong to the NWFMOA, You ARE 
Part Of The Solution	

Click here to join the NWFMOA 

https://flmoaa.org/news/
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
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https://www.era.com/fl/shalimar/agents/karen-whyte/aid-P00200000FDdsnchx1PnuVJesXv1OJ4c4dZ4dX3b
https://thechurchatshalimar.org
https://www.shalimar.church/
mailto:defender@nwfmoa.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20advertise%20in%20The%20Defender
https://www.bryanpestcontrol.com/
https://alaqua.org/
https://www.jmarkfisher.com/
https://www.jmarkfisher.com/
https://www.emeraldcoastfuneralhome.com/


Click on the form to fill out and pay by mail or credit card. 
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https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
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Important Things To Remember

What What to Click

Make a reservation for our monthly luncheon. Click Here
Join NWFMOA Click Here
Join MOAA Click Here
Send feedback or comments about the Defender bobgramm5@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1179275369418920
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1179275369418920
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14f8loO2BJnM7vF6lsEYaopZHHkj8yWMguQRlWk7NY1k/viewform?pli=1&pli=1&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9a096bOPZmVQQsasPzw8RwOH4MzoKzCFzwZT_ErG1atY-dA/viewform
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
mailto:bobgramm5@gmail.com?subject=Defender%20Comments%20or%20Feedback

