
Our July Luncheon will Feature	
 Dr. Doug Stauffer 

Dr. Doug Stauffer is the Treasurer 
for the NWFMOA. He is also the 
Pastor of the Niceville Faith 
Independent Baptist Church. Doug 
has several other duties including 
writing a monthly article entitled 
“A Pastor’s Ponderings” for the 
Fort Walton Beach Life (and 
associated publications).  

At the July lunch Doug will speak 
on his 25th book, America at 250: 
A Republic If You Can Keep It, 
written for the 250th anniversary 
of the Declaration of Independence. His presentation will explore the 
founding era from 1776 to 1783 and highlight what America’s Founders 
said about liberty, virtue, self-government, faith, sacrifice, and civic 
responsibility. This historical presentation will encourage reflection on 
the principles that shaped the Republic and, on the responsibility, to 
preserve them for future generations. 

After serving four years in the USAF, Doug attended Pennsylvania State 
University, graduating with a BS degree in accounting. A few months 
later he began attending Bible college. While attending Bible college, he 
passed the CPA exam. He then worked as controller of several 
organizations. In 1994, he gave up his work as CFO of a multimillion 
dollar company along with managing his own firm and dedicated his 
time more fully to the ministry. Since that time, he has earned his ThM 
and then his PhD in Religion from the International Baptist Seminary.  

Doug and his wife Judy are blessed with two children, Justin and 
Heather. 

Please join us for our July 2nd lunch which will start with a social gathering at 1130 with the 
meeting beginning at 1200 followed by lunch. To make reservations click HERE. You may also 
call Karl Eschmann at 850-621-7482. Reservations are REQUIRED and must be made no later than 
June 27. ￼ 	1

￼

When: Thursday July 2nd 
Time: Gathering 1130, Lunch 
1200, Program to follow 
Place: Fort Walton Yacht Club 
        180 Ferry Road, NE, FWB 
Program: Guest Speaker Dr. 
Doug Stauffer
——————————————— 
MAKE A RESERVATION 

• Reservations are Required
• Wear a name tag
• Bring proper change: $16

Reservation deadline is Saturday at 
noon prior to meeting. Go to 
nwfmoa.flmoaa.org and select the 
link “Click here to make 
reservations”, or email 
nwfreservations@gmail.com, or call 
Karl Eschmann at 850-621-7482 to 
make a reservation. 

￼
(Click to go directly there)
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Mid-Year Review 
As we just passed the mid-way point of our 67th 
year, I thought it would be appropriate for me to 
give you a mid-year report.  

BLUF (Bottomline Up Front). NWFMOA is doing great as a Chapter and 
is making a huge impact in the community we serve.  

In January, we welcomed the local First Sergeants at our monthly 
luncheon and they shared their perspectives of the impact of the 
Commissary Gift Card Program. Remember, we raised $15,000 and 
purchased 600 ($25) Commissary Gift Cards which the First Sergeants 
distributed to junior enlisted families in need. Through your generosity 
and that of the local community, we are well on our way once again to 
make a significant impact in this area of continued need.   

In February, we partnered with Longwood Elementary and hosted 
Valentines for Veterans at Bob Hope Village. With Longwood 
Elementary closing, we have partnered with Rocky Bayou Christian 
School for 2027.  

In April, we were notified that we had earned MOAA’s highest 
recognition for chapter performance, as well as 5-star awards for our 

newsletter and website. We were also notified we had received 3 MOAA Foundation grants for our 
community outreach initiatives (Armed Forces Day Pancake Breakfast, Commissary Gift Card Program, 
and Valentines for Veterans).   

In May, we hosted our annual scholarship luncheon and awarded 10 scholarships totaling $57,000. 
Seven of the scholarships went to JROTC Cadets graduating from high school and three scholarships 
went to ROTC Cadets on track to commission within the next 2 years. On Armed Forces Day we 
partnered with various other Veteran Service Organizations and conducted a free pancake breakfast for 
Active Duty, Veterans, and their families.  

Our monthly speakers have included County Commissioner Drew Palmer, Lt Col Derek Haun, 
Commander 20 Space Force Surveillance Squadron. Col Clayton Schuety, 1SOW Acting Commander, 
and Lt Gen Brad Heithold, USAF Retired who provided an update on the Air Commando Museum.  

We had Officer Calls in January and April at Doc’s Oyster Bar. Looking forward, we have them 
scheduled for July 30 and October 29. Please plan to join us and share a story from your career.  
As we look to the second half of the year, we have more great things planed. Looking forward we have 
Doug Stauffer (author), Col John Wambough, Col Jeff Macrander, USAF Retired (Jolly Green Pilot who 
rescued SEAL Marcus Luttrell (Lone Survivor), Col Nelson Rouleau, USAF Retired, Veterans Salute, 
and Opus One. We are already scheduling speakers for 2027. If you would like to make a presentation or 
know of someone who would like to speak, please reach out to me.  
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On behalf of the NWFMOA Board, thank you for all that you do and for bringing Camaraderie With 
Purpose to life. 

H2S (Here to Serve), 

Brig Gen Fran Hendricks, USAF Retired  
54th President, NWFMO 
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And Remember… 
Never Stop Serving

https://brennco.com/MOAAVACATIONS/Florida/
https://www.moaa.org/content/benefits-and-discounts/exclusive-discounts/travel/moaa-vacations/
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Take the quiz for a chance to win 
a free lunch at our next meeting.

As you may have noticed, the quizzes this year are about the American Revolution in honor 
of America’s 250th Anniversary.  When you click on the link below, you will see a single 
question and a place to give your answer and name.  If your answer is correct, you will be 
entered into the drawing at the monthly meeting (you have to be present to win your free meal at 
the next meeting). You may answer the question multiple times but only the correct answer will 
count for the drawing (so answering the question correctly 5 times will not give you more 
chances to win).  We don’t tell anyone that they got it right or wrong until we disclose the 
winner at the meeting. At the meeting, we state the answer and how many got it right. Then we 
pull the one winning entry from the hat.  

The May Trivia Quiz winner was Richard Talley and the June winner was Karl Eschmann. 

Click the link below to get to the quiz.  The winner will be announced at the next meeting. The 
person must be present to win. 

CLICK HERE

Thursday, July 30, 2026 	
5-6:30 PM	

Doc’s Oyster Bar & Grill (or TBD)

Click on the logo for a map to Doc’s

Bring a friend and a story to tell.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzR9Q9MSxHGyshuVyNYdWyYmDS8kSzUfYaS2x7M90LZbamQg/viewform


 

America the Beautiful 
Most of you don’t know the where or what about Fort Hunter Liggett.   

It is located about 75 miles South of San Francisco and San Jose or 45 minutes South 
of Monterrey, the Presidio and former Fort Ord.   

It is presently 165,000 acres of isolated training area for the USAR and National Guard acquired to train 
forces for WWII in 1940.  It continues today to train thousands from all service branches.  

You get there by driving from the Salinas valley leaving the fertile soil up the hills past vineyards where 
steep winding roads lead you through steep hills that are along the coast here in California to Fort 
Hunter Liggett.  Arriving from the West you find some very spectacular scenery.   Mountains rise out of 
the Pacific shooting up over 1000 feet.  Some mountains in the area are over 5000 feet.  The terrain is 
varied and fitted to train for many different conditions.  The weather is extremely cold and extremely 
hot. 

Animal life there is abundant.  A unique animal called Tule elk live here.  Coyotes are abundant but 
discouraging to see when running by yourself on a lonely road.  Wild hogs, Turkeys, Badgers, Fox, 
Skunk and the occasional report of a Bear, Wild Cat or Mountain Lyon can be found. 

The Post is located along a unique trail of monasteries that run through California.  Each monastery was 
built one days walk to the next. One particular stretch of trail about 80 miles north runs not just through 
the mountains alone the coast but along some of the most beautiful coastline in the world.  There is a 
monastery there also.  This 14 mile section of the road ends in Monterrey down more winding roads.  
There you have Pebble Beach golf course on the coast, Santa Cruz’s with its Red Wood Trees and the 
Defense Language School. 

Oh! One other thing.  The old hotel built in the early 1900s with its French style architecture and 
beautiful staircase.  It was a place of meeting for politicians, move stars and international travelers.   

This is just one glimpse of our beautiful nation that we fought for it in many ways and    are blessed by 
its beauty, resources and most of all the people of humble origins who came here.  Not one being better 
than the other in the eyes of God.  It took over 250 years of assimilation to get us here where we are 
today.   It is a far cry from the dreams of our ancestors.  They were people of determination who worked 
hard, giving their all and keeping their faith in the Almighty God as they looked to Him.    

These former colonies were just a loose alliance of fledgling states who somehow by the grace of God 
fought off the worlds then superpower.  In comparison, they were no more than a David with a stone!  
They had heart. They had faith.  So, these states would become an example of character, strength and 
determination for all the world to see.  Their dream and hard work became the foundation of the United 
States of America!  What a legacy!  It was never an experiment.  It was the plan of God showing the 
great potential we have as those who choose to live righteous lives with faith in God.   

This I will defend!  I have one AD son taking Command next week, one who served six years.  I served 
in Desert Storm.  My dad served in Vietnam.  My grandfather in WWII.  I found an uncle who was in 
the war of 1812.  Yes, one relative who served fought 4 years in the Revolutionary War with a unit out of 
NC.  One served in the Confederacy.  One died.  Many more have served and are serving.   
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Fort Hunter Liggett is one of the places nobody knows about just like those who serve alongside us.  
They are now the few.  This Fort is full of our history and culture.  We all have our special places in this 
country.  No matter where it is, it is more beautiful and it just can’t be beat anywhere!  Why?  My heart 
belongs to our God and this nation! 

My assignments overseas were beautiful. They were full of history dating back millennia.  Nothing is 
like my America! It is beautiful!  Pray for us to be faithful to God that we can continue to walk in His 
blessing.   We are a light to the world for freedom.  Our form of government is the best.  Pray and let us 
ask God for peace so no more blood is shed!  Let it always be “One Nation Under God, Indivisible, 
with Liberty and Justice for all. 

Public 
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In Memoriam 
None  
New Members 
Jill Druhl, Auxiliary Member 
Mara Fair, Lt Col, AFRC (Ret), rejoin 
George McLenden, CAPT, USN (Ret) 
Cline Williamson, COL, USA (Ret) 

https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/resources/
mailto:mailto:nwfmoa@gmail.com?subject=Question%20for%20the%20Chapter


Donors for the 67th Anniversary Banner 

Click HERE to see the banner on our webpage 

 

Click HERE to see the donor page on our website 
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Thank You All

Corporate and Organizational Donors

K of C Fr Howard J Lesch Assy. 1564 Sceptre Security
AFA - Hurlburt Chapter 398 American Legion Post 296

Yana’s Alterations Tactical Assessment Consultants 
Merrill - Bass, Byrd, & Associates Sunest Vettes of NWFL 

Emerald Coast MAC Faith Independent Baptist Church
Cornerstone Church Fisher & Fisher Attorneys at Law

FWB First Methodist Church A Perfect Balance
Eglin Federal Credit Union Harvey F. Eckoff VFW Post 7674

Pros Heating and Air Zaxby's Chicken
Destin Chamber of Commerce Playground Corvette Club 

Greater FWB Chamber AFA - Eglin Chapter
American Legion Post 235 Cutoff Barber Shop 

Crestview Rotary United Way of the Emerald Coast
RNR Property Solutions VFW Post 7674 Auxiliary

Individual Donors

Chris Beam David Whalen
Bob and Karen Gramm Les Matheson
Dr (Col) Teresa Skojac Parker Destin

Rod and Sue Gerdes Doug and Judy Stauffer
Col & Mrs. R. Bancroft McKittrick Jeff and Judy Watson 

Gus and Ruth Piccinini Fred and Jan Westfall
Dave Parison Fran and Connie Hendricks

https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/resources/


Call to Action 25-01 

Replace Your Legacy Military ID Card 

If you haven’t changed your and your spouse’s military ID to the new Next Generation Uniformed 
Services Identification (USID) card, you should do so at your earliest convenience. 
  
How do you know if you have the correct military ID card?  The new plastic-based Next Generation 
Uniformed Services Identification (USID) card is white.  The legacy paper-based cards are red, brown, 
green, blue, and tan in color.  See below. 

As of September 2025, DoD had yet to announce a termination date for paper-based cards, including 
those with indefinite (“INDEF”) expiration dates.  “It's important for USID cardholders to know these 
older paper-based forms of ID will eventually be terminated, and will need to be replaced by the new 
plastic-based USID card,” according to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS).  “This is 
true even if your old ID card has an INDEF expiration date on it.” 

Both you and your spouse can get your new Next Generation Uniformed Services Identification (USID) 
card by visiting the Eglin Military Personnel Section, Building 210 (310 Van Matre Avenue).  
Appointments are not required.  Search military ID cards Eglin AFB online for instructions on how to 
sign into the queue before arriving, thereby shortening your wait time. 

If you would like additional information on the new ID Card, please see the MOAA ID Cards page on 
the MOAA website. 

Bottom line: recommend you replace your “old” military ID Card with the new one at your earliest 
convenience. 

H2S,  

Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF Retired 
54th President, NWFMOA 
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https://www.moaa.org/content/benefits-and-discounts/pay-and-benefits/military-benefits/id-cards/
https://www.moaa.org


 

Fort Walton Beach Chamber to honor NWFMOA Member Paul Singleton 
for attending 2,000th event in 50-year streak 
The Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce will celebrate Paul Singleton, 93, for attending 
his 2,000th Chamber event during a June 24 gathering. 

The Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce will honor longtime Chamber Ambassador Paul 
Singleton on June 24 as he reaches 2,000 Chamber events attended, a streak that began in 1976. 

The Paul Singleton Meet & Greet is 
set for 3 to 3:45 p.m. at Home2 
Suites by Hilton, Freedom Tech 
Center, 1930 Lewis Turner Blvd. The 
event will also mark Singleton’s 93rd 
birthday, which falls on June 21. A 
short program featuring guest 
speakers begins at 3:15 p.m. No 
RSVP is required. 

“50 years of attending Fort Walton 
Beach Chamber of Commerce events 
is unparalleled, like Cal Ripken’s 
consecutive games played record in 
Major League Baseball,” said Ted 
Corcoran, president and CEO of the 
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce. “Paul’s legacy will never be matched. I’m also 
proud that we’ve had that many new businesses join our Chamber, requiring ribbon cuttings, so he could 
attend them. We named our ribbon-cutting scissors after Paul about 10 years ago, and he keeps showing 
up to every single one.” 

Singleton has been a familiar face at Chamber events for decades, building relationships and supporting 
local businesses across the range of Chamber activity, including ribbon cuttings, Ambassador meetings 
and business expos. He has tracked his attendance through a personal running diary, allowing the 
Chamber to verify the milestone. 

The celebration will continue immediately after the Meet & Greet with the grand opening and ribbon 
cutting of Grow with Us Learning Academy at 4 p.m. at the same location, adding one more event to 
Singleton’s count. 

Taken in part from Get the Coast.com 
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UWF Commissioning Ceremony 
Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF (Ret) and 
President of the NWFMOA, recently had the 
great honor to be the guest speaker at the 
University of West Florida AFROTC 
commissioning ceremony in Pensacola. 20 
Cadets were commissioned into the USAF. 
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June Lunch Activities 
Our June Lunch speaker was Lt 
Gen Bradley A. Heithold, USAF 
(Ret), currently the President, 
and CEO of H3 Consulting 
Group, LLC.  On active duty he 
was previously the Principal 
D e p u t y D i r e c t o r , C o s t 
Assessment and Program 
Evaluation, Office of the 
Sec re t a ry o f De fense i n 
Washington, D.C. As the 
Principal Deputy Director, he 
helped lead organizations 
responsible for analyzing and 
evaluating the department’s 
plans, programs, and budgets in 
r e la t ion to U.S . de fense 
objectives, projected threats, 

allied contributions, estimated 
costs, and resource constraints. He 
is also the Chairman of the Air 
Commando Foundation. 

His presentation outlined the 
mission and structure of the Air 
Commando Museum.   He gave an 
excellent presentation on the 
“Legacy and Valor” saying that 
the museum will be more focused 
on the people who conduct 
operations rather that the aircraft 
located outside the museum that 
supported those missions. 

He concluded his presentation 
with a question-and-answer 
session with the members. 

Pictured at the top is General Heithold.  The bottom picture shows NWFMOA President Fran Hendricks 
presenting General Heithold with our commemorative coin. 

￼ 	11



 

Calling all B-52 Aircrew, Maintainers and Enthusiasts 
NWFMOA Board Of Directors member, Karl Eschmann, is the historian for the B-52 Stratofortress 
Association.  You might remember that he authored “Linebacker: The Untold Story of the Air Raids 
Over North Vietnam” which was published by Random House Ivey Books in 1989.  He submitted this 
article to inform those Chapter members who were also associated with the “Bomber” about this great 
association. 

Tinker AFB OK Association Rendezvous, 2024 

Over the past sixty years, tens of thousands of pilots, navigators, EWOs, and gunners have pulled alert 
with or flown the World’s Greatest Warplane. Together their stories tell its raison d’être, its reason for 
being. 

A few years ago it was said that the last B-52 crewmember had not yet been born. Today that may or 
may not be true, but it’s probably true that that last crewmember is still in grammar school. 

You don’t have to have had direct contact with the BUF to appreciate its contribution to history.  
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There are aviation historians, students of the Cold War, Vietnam, Desert Storm, the Balkan Wars of the 
‘90s, and the current Middle Eastern wars who recognize and want to preserve the history of America’s 
Big Stick. 

And, of course, they’re enthusiasts who just recognize greatness when they see it and want to be part of 
its preservation. 

The People Behind the B-52 

The Association brings together all those who have been or are associated with the BUF—designers and 
builders, aircrew, maintainers, enthusiasts — to exchange memories. We try to help old buddies find 
each other -- anything it takes to keep alive the history of the weapon known in its early days as 
“America’s Long Rifle.” 

Association Purpose 

The purpose of the B-52 Stratofortress Association is to document and perpetuate the history of the B-52 
Stratofortress aircraft. Activities to this end shall include, but not be limited to the following: 

a. The accumulation, exchange, and distribution of historical information on the B- 52. 
b. Collection of historical materials relating to the design, development, and operation of the B-52. 
These materials are currently archived at the Castle Air Museum in Atwater, California. 
c. Publication of a newsletter to inform the active membership of the Associations’ activities and to carry 
out the first activity. 
d. Organize periodic reunions of those who designed, manufactured, maintained, and operated the B-52, 
as well as anyone with an historical interest in the aircraft 
e. Be a source of commemorative items highlighting the B-52 and its service. 
f. Facilitate renewed and continued fellowship among those who share association with the B-52 
Stratofortress 

Reunion 2026 

Every two years, there is a Rendezvous Reunion of all the members for several days. Last year it was at 
Tinker AFB OK at the Air Logistics Center where B-52s are modified and upgraded, and also the 
Boeing B-52J Integration Lab where they are designing the 7-8 mods, including replacing the engines 
on the jet. 

Next year, from 10-13 September 2026, the reunion will be in Seattle Washington. The Tours will 
include Boeing Facilities, The Museum of Flight, and Pike Place Market. If you join the association, be 
sure to sign up for the Rendezvous. 

If you have any interest in joining the B-52 Association, simply go to the website https://
stratofortress.org and go to the membership form. It is $20 for individuals, or $30 for you and your 
spouse jointly.  

If you have any questions regarding the Association, please call your local area member, Karl 
Eschmann, at 850-621-7482, or email: phanfix@cox.net. 
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For our 2026 scholarship season, we have received and scored the scholarship 
applications, and awarded seven JROTC scholarships to graduating JROTC cadets 
and three ROTC scholarships to ROTC cadets in their junior or senior year of 
college.  Scholarship Fund activities will be slowed down during the summer months and will pick-up 
again in the fall when we start receiving letters from the colleges and ROTC units testifying to our 
scholarship awardees being enrolled in college in a full-time status and their enrollment in ROTC 
courses.  We will then send the scholarship checks to the colleges on behalf of our local scholarship 
awardees.   

On June 18th, NWFMOA will have an information booth at the FWB Chamber of Commerce “Business 
After Hours” highlighting the activities of our two IRS Chapter 501c(3) non-profit corporations:  the 
NWFMOA Scholarship Fund, Inc., and the NWFMOA Community Outreach Fund, Inc.  We anticipate 
150 – 200 local business representatives to attend. 

Below is the complete list of our Endowed Scholarships, our Gold Century Club members ($500 
cumulative minimum donation) and our BG Frank Glunn Century Club members ($100 minimum 
donation) for the most previous 12 months, along with our Business Donors. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.  All of these donations are used to fund our scholarships. [Note: (D) means deceased and 
(R) means Renewal of membership.]	

	 Endowed Scholarships: JROTC Scholarships: Lt Col Jim and Mrs Una Heavener Memorial 
Scholarship (D) (via their estate, effective 2018); Dave Parisot in memory of his wife, Chong Cha 
(Kim) Parisot) (effective 2017); Dr (Lt Col, USAFR, Ret.) Howard and Mrs. Irene Fisher 
Scholarship (effective 2022); Dr. (Lt. Col., USAF, Ret.) Fred and Mrs. Jan Westfall Scholarship 
(effective 2023); and, Col. (USAF, Ret.) Karl and Mrs. Charlotte Eschmann Scholarship 
(effective 2024); Lt. Col. (USAF, Ret.) Larry Bush and Mrs. Joan Bush Memorial Scholarship 
(effective 2025); and, Florida Power and Light (effective 2025).  ROTC Scholarships:  Col. 
Rodney, USMC, Ret., and Mrs. Susan Gerdes ROTC Scholarship; Lt. Col. Kevin Kirby, USA, 
Ret., ROTC Scholarship; Eglin Federal Credit Union ROTC Scholarship (effective 2026), and, 
the Bass, Byrd, and Jones (Merrill Lynch) ROTC Scholarship (Effective 2027). 

	 Gold Century Club: Bill Ryan (Feb 2016); Ruth Cullen, (D)   (Oct 2016); Dave Parisot (Feb 
2017); Janet Taylor (Mar 2017); Chris Beam (Mar 2017); Bob Garcia (D) (July 2017); Rod 
Gerdes (Nov 2017); Larry Bush (Nov 2017); Dr. Howard & Irene Fisher (Nov 2017); Eileen 
Arpke (D) (Feb 2018); Fred & Jan Westfall (Apr 2018); Clyde Locke (D) (Apr 2018); WWII, 
Korea, and Vietnam Veteran Sam Lombardo (D) (July 2018); Dennis Phillips (Aug 2018); Karl & 
Charlotte Eschmann (Oct 2018); Carol Baker (Jan 2019); Ann Adelsperger (Feb 2019); Don 
Litke (Aug 2019); Fred Boyer (D) (Aug 2019).Dr. Keith & Elizabeth Kulow (Nov 2019); Al Bills 
(Nov. 2019); Kay Dent (Nov. 2019); Dr. Roger Riggenbach (Dec 2019); Robert “Pete” Peterzen 
(Dec 2019); Nick Marotta (Oct  2020); Kathy & Jesse Bush (Dec 2020); Patt & Caroline Maney 
(Dec 2020); Kevin Kirby (Apr 2021); Scott & Janet Berry (May 2021); Douglas Hardin (D) (Sept 
2021);   Patrick & Mosla Boab (Dec. 2021); Bob Allen (Feb 2022); Bobbi Hanson Garcia (Mar 
2022); Joy Houck (Mar 2022); George Colton (May 2022); Bob Secrest (May 2022); Brig. Gen 
Fran & Mrs Connie Hendricks (Oct 2022); Les Matheson (Feb 2023); Dan Brown (April 2023); 
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Tess Bass (August 2023);   Bob Gramm (Dec 2023); Larry Tashlik (Dec 2023);   Jean Dutton (D) 
(Oct 2024) and Jeff Watson (Oct 2024); Dick Solt (Mar 2025); Michael Barnes (Apr 2025); [Note: 
46 total members] 

	 BG Frank Glunn Century Club: (past 12 months) (R=Renewal):  June 2025: Dave Parisot (R) 
(In memory of Col. Jake Bush); July 2025: George Colton (R) (In memory of Angela Colton).  
Nov. 2025:  Pete Peterzen (R); Karl and Charlotte Eschmann (R); Fred and Janet Westfall 
(R); Tess Bass (R); Dave Parisot (In memory of Chong Parisot) (R); Dec. 2025:  Dr. Keith and 
Elizabeth Kulow (R); Les Matheson (R); Bob Gramm (R); Janet Taylor (R) (in honor of Bill 
Ryan); and Chris Beam (R); Jan, 2026:  Jeff Watson (R) (In memory of Larry Bush); Dennis 
Phillips (R); and Dave Parisot (R) (In memory of Larry Bush).  Mar. 2026: Rod Gerdes (R); 
Michael Barnes (R); and Chaplain Tom Azar; May 2026: Howard & Irene Fisher. 

	 2026 Business JROTC Scholarship Sponsor:($3,000) May2026:  Florida Power & Light. 

	 2026 Business ROTC Scholarship Sponsor: ($2,000):  May 2026:  Eglin Federal Credit Union. 

	 2025/2026 Business Platinum Donors: ($1,000+): Dec, 2025:  Bass, Byrd, Jones & Associates at 
Merrill Lynch of FWB (R); March 2026: RNR Property Solutions & Investments by Guillermo 
(Willie) & Hunera Oyola. 

	 	 	 	 	 (Bass, Byrd, Jones & Associates) 

	 2025 Business Gold Donors ($500 - $749): May 20256  GSS Gear FWB, LLC (R); and, Step One 
Automotive Group (R); May 2026: Daisy Day Brands (R) and Step One Automotive Group (R); 

	 2025 Business Silver Donors ($250 - $499): None 

	 2025 Business Bronze Donors  ($100 - $249): None 

Please support our local businesses that have contributed to our scholarship program. 

NWFMOA Scholarship Fund: “HELPING TO BUILD FUTURE MILITARY OFFICERS AND 
LEADERS 

“GO FOR THE GOLD” 

THE NWFMOA SCHOLARSHIP FUND, INC, IS A 501C(3) CORPORATION.  DONATIONS ARE TAX  EXEMPT AS PROVIDED BY LAW.  REGISTRATION # CH20374.  A 
COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE FL DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE & CONSUMER SERVICES 
BY CALLING (800) 435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OF FLORIDA OR VIA THEIR WEBSITE OF HTTPS://WWW.FDACS.GOV/CONSUMERSERVICES   REGISTRATION 
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.  IRS FEIN is 59-3434498 
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Restoring Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) to 100% Act 
During our June lunch meeting, I discussed bill H.R. 1956, The BAH Restoration 
Act. Following is the letter that I sent to Congressman Patronis regarding the needed legislation.   

Dear Congressman Patronis, 

As your constituent, I urge you to support our servicemembers and their families by restoring the 
Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) to 100%. Please cosponsor the BAH Restoration Act, H.R. 
1956. 

No servicemember should have to pay out of pocket just to afford a place to live. But right now, 
those living off-base are forced to cover 5% of their housing costs on their own—an unnecessary 
burden that strains their already tight budgets. According to DoD data, an average E-5 with 
dependents pays about $123 per month out of pocket for housing, simply because BAH does not 
cover the full cost. 

Military families move frequently, face unpredictable expenses, and often rely on a single income 
due to employment challenges for military spouses. When unexpected costs arise, servicemembers 
are left with tough choices—cut back on essentials, dip into savings, or take on debt. That’s not a 
sacrifice they should have to make. 

Please stand with military families and support full BAH restoration by cosponsoring the BAH 
Restoration Act. 

Sincerely. 

Brig Gen Fran Hendricks, USAF Retired 
54th President, Northwest Florida Military Officers Association  
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Legislative Corner

https://moaa.quorum.us


 

Chaplains Ray Alexander and Tom Azar have created a number of excellent resources for Surviving 
Spouses and it is on our website.  Be sure to check it out by clicking on the link below.  Or visit our 
website and click on Surviving Spouses at the top of the page. 

 

GOLD STAR SPOUSES AND EARNED VA BENEFITS 
On Gold Star Spouses Day, April 5, 2026, we honored the strength and 
sacrifice of surviving spouses of fallen service members. You may be 
eligible for VA benefits like home loans, education, and financial support 
to help rebuild your life. Click HERE to visit VA today to learn more and 
access the benefits you deserve. 

￼  

It is time to pay your 2026 dues.  And, if you haven’t done so already, it is way past time to pay 
your 2025 dues.  Please make a check for the amount payable for the next year or beyond. 

• Not sure if you owe dues?  Click HERE. 

• If you owe dues, click HERE to fill form and send it along with your check to 
            Treasurer, PO Box 1213, Shalimar, FL 32579. 

• You can also now pay your dues by credit card.  To do that, click HERE. 
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https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/personal-affairs/
https://news.va.gov/146027/gold-star-spouse-va-benefits/?utm_source=middle&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources&utm_id=08APR2026
mailto:mailto:nwfmoa@gmail.com,jeffwatson2011@gmail.com?subject=Do%20I%20owe%20NWFMOA%20Dues?
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/47674e08-0dc0-4001-94de-2c4315d68e01
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/personal-affairs/
https://www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/moaa-insurance-landing-page/


NWFMOA Shirt Purchase Options	
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Here is another option… 
Looking for a NWFMOA Chapter shirt. In addition to ordering a shirt, you can also buy 
your own polo shirt (short or long sleeve) and take it to American Athletic Uniforms, Inc 
(90 Eastview Ave, Valparaiso, FL) to have it embroidered with our patch and your name. 
Cost of embroidery (Patch + Name) is $15. 

￼ 	 ￼ 	

Never Stop Serving

https://www.ddbapparel.com/ddb_designer/shop/home
https://aauusa.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/American+Athletic+Uniforms/@30.5062853,-86.4892211,15.58z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x88916992a287eadd:0xf30226408b899bc3!8m2!3d30.5052831!4d-86.4890784!16s/g/1tfczlg8?entry=ttu
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￼

Click to read the FCoC Communique	

If You Belong to the NWFMOA, You ARE 
Part Of The Solution	

Click here to join the NWFMOA 

https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://flmoaa.org/news/
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https://alaqua.org/
https://thechurchatshalimar.org
mailto:defender@nwfmoa.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20advertise%20in%20The%20Defender
https://www.bryanpestcontrol.com/
https://www.era.com/fl/shalimar/agents/karen-whyte/aid-P00200000FDdsnchx1PnuVJesXv1OJ4c4dZ4dX3b
https://www.emeraldcoastfuneralhome.com/
https://www.shalimar.church/
https://www.jmarkfisher.com/
https://www.jmarkfisher.com/


Click on the form to fill out and pay by mail or credit card. 
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https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
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Important Things To Remember

What What to Click

Make a reservation for our monthly luncheon. Click Here
Join NWFMOA Click Here
Join MOAA Click Here
Send feedback or comments about the Defender bobgramm5@gmail.com

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd81lQCANTd6Dj_37DGvLQW8uEtMJ7GzJnPQx7eo-85Liid9Q/viewform
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
mailto:bobgramm5@gmail.com?subject=Defender%20Comments%20or%20Feedback
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14f8loO2BJnM7vF6lsEYaopZHHkj8yWMguQRlWk7NY1k/viewform?pli=1&pli=1&edit_requested=true

