
OUR SEPTEMBER LUNCH FEATURES  
COL DICK SOLT, USAF (RET) 

	
Col Dick Solt gave an interesting 
presentation at our July lunch 
a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e h i s 
presentation this month picking 
up where he left off talking about 
the four events he was involved 
with - Cuban Missile Crisis, 
Vietnam, Contra Affair and 
Desert Storm. 

For those of you who attended 
past Officers Calls, you know 
Dick has many memorable 
events to share.  He draws from a 
“different” 30-year Air Force 
career including the following 
assignments: Maxwell AFB, AL; Incirlik AB, Turkey; HQ Tactical Air 
Command, Langley AFB, VA; Tan Son Nhut AB, Vietnam; HQ PACAF, 
Hickam AFB, HI; AF Military Personnel Center, Randolph AFB, TX; 
San Antonio Air Logistics Center, Kelly AFB, TX; Australian Defense 
College, Canberra; CINCPAC Staff, Camp Smith, HI; SECDEF Staff 
and Air Staff, Washington DC; and finally, Commander Foreign Military 
Training, HQ Air Training Command, Randolph AFB, TX.  He then 
spent 11 years working for Boeing in Saudi Arabia supporting the F-15S 
program. 

Please join us for our September 4th lunch which will start with a social 
gathering at 1130 with the meeting beginning at 1200 followed by 
lunch.   

To make reservations click HERE.   You may also call Karl Eschmann at 850-621-7482. Reservations 
are REQUIRED (no walk-ins please) and must be made by no later than August 30, 2025. 
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When: Thursday September 4th 
Time: Gathering 1130, Lunch 
1200, Program to follow 
Place: Fort Walton Yacht Club 
        180 Ferry Road, NE, FWB 
Program: Guest Speaker: Col 
Dick Solt, USAF (Ret)
——————————————— 
MAKE A RESERVATION 
     • Reservations are Required 
     • Wear a name tag 
     • Bring proper change: $16  
Reservation deadline is Saturday at 
noon prior to meeting. Go to http://
nwfmoa.org and select the link 
“Click here to make reservations”, 
or email 
nwfreservations@gmail.com, or call 
Fred Westfall at 850-609-8075 to 
make a reservation. 
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President’s Pen -------------------2  
Test Your Knowledge Quiz  --- 3  
Chaplain’s Corner 	    5 ------------
Officers Call 	  5 --------------------
Community Outreach	 7 -----------
Scholarship Fund	 9 ----------------
Legislative Corner	 11 -------------
Surviving Spouses Corner	 12 ----
Advertisers	 15 ----------------------
Renew/Join Membership	 16 ------
Update Your Information	    17---

	 Vol. 31 No 9	 	 Serving all Branches of The Uniformed Services	 September 2025

http://nwfmoa.org
http://nwfmoa.org
mailto:nwfreservations@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd81lQCANTd6Dj_37DGvLQW8uEtMJ7GzJnPQx7eo-85Liid9Q/viewform


How Now, Capitalist Cow? 

With so much discussion today on different types of government, I 
thought it would be a great time to share an Ann Landers column from 
Dec 27, 2001, titled Lesson in How Now, Capitalist  Cow? 

Dear Ann: I am an inner-city English teacher, and my students are 
reading George Orwell’s “1984.”  I am having a difficult time 
explaining communism, socialism and fascism to my students without 
giving a full-blown, time-consuming history lesson.  I recall you printed 
a humorous column some time ago explaining these concepts using 
cows as examples.  Will you please print it again for my students?  I’m 
sure it will kick-start a lively class discussion.  I’d appreciate your help 
 --A TEACHER IN MISSISSIPPI 

Dear Mississippi Teacher: Thank you for asking. It’s an “oldie,” but a 
“goodie.” Here it is: 

 “ISMs” 

Socialism: You have two cows. Give one cow to your neighbor. 

Communism: You have two cows. Give both cows to the government, 
and they may give you some of the milk.  

Fascism: You have two cows. You give all of the milk to the government, and the government sells 
it. 

Nazism: You have two cows. The government shoots you and takes both cows. 

Anarchism: You have two cows. Keep both of the cows, shoot the government agent and steal 
another cow. 

Capitalism: You have two cows. Sell one cow and buy a bull. 

Surrealism: You have two giraffes. The government makes you take harmonica lessons. 

It is important for us to share the type of government and way of life we protected when we proudly 
served. 

  

  
H2S (Here to Serve), 
  
Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF Retired 
54th President, NWFMOA     
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It is time to pay your 2025 dues.  And, if you haven’t done so already, it is way past time to pay 
your 2024 dues.  Please make a check for the amount payable for the next year or beyond. 

• Not sure if you owe dues?  Click HERE. 

• If you owe dues, click HERE to fill form and send it along with your check to 
            Treasurer, PO Box 1213, Shalimar, FL 32579. 

• You can also now pay your dues by credit card.  To do that, click HERE. 
     
 

 

	 Test Your Knowledge 
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This month the quiz is about some important military history.  When you click on the link below, 
you will see a single question and a place to give your answer and name.  If your answer is 
correct, you will be entered into the drawing at the monthly meeting (you have to be present to 
win your free meal at the next meeting). You may answer the question multiple times but only 
the correct answer will count for the drawing (so answering the question correctly 5 times will 
not give you more chances to win).  We don’t tell anyone that they got it right or wrong until we 
disclose the winner at the meeting. At the meeting, we state the answer and how many got it 
right. Then we pull the one winning entry from the hat.  

The August winner was Chris Beam who was not present to win his free September lunch. 

Click the link below to get to the quiz.  The winner will be announced at the next meeting. The 
person must be present to win. 

CLICK HERE

Take the quiz for a chance to 
win a free lunch at our next 

meeting.
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Call to Action 25-01 

Replace Your Military ID Card 

If you haven’t changed your and your spouse’s military ID to the new Next Generation Uniformed Services 
Identification (USID) card, you need to do so before December 31, 2025. If you miss this deadline, the Security 
Forces will confiscate your military ID upon trying to enter the base. 
  
How do you know if you have the correct military ID card? The new Next Generation Uniformed Services 
Identification (USID) card is white. The soon to be outdated cards are red, brown, green, blue, and tan in color. 
It doesn’t matter if your current military ID card says INDEF or has an expiration date beyond December 31, 
2025. If your military ID card is not the new white ID card, it will be confiscated.  See below. 

Both you and your spouse can get your new Next Generation Uniformed Services Identification (USID) card by 
visiting the Eglin Military Personnel Section, Building 210 (310 Van Matre Avenue). Appointments are not 
required. Search military ID cards Eglin AFB online for instructions on how to sign into the queue before 
arriving, thereby shortening your wait time. 

For more specifics on this matter, please see the article, Replace Your ID Card in the August Military Officer 
magazine, page 28. 

Kudos to NWFMOA Board Member, Kevin Kirby for bringing this to our attention. 

(8/14/25 Update: The December 31, 2025 implementation date has been extended. A new 
implementation date for replacement of “old” military ID cards has not been released. 
Recommend you still replace your “old” military ID Card with the new one at your earliest 
convenience). 

H2S,  

Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF Retired 
54th President, NWFMOA	
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Chaplain Ray Alexander 

Army Chaplains Mark 250 Years of Ministering to Soldiers 

July 29, 2025 | By C. Todd Lopez, DOD News |    
The Army recently celebrated its 250th birthday — two and a half centuries of defending the nation since 
standing up, June 14, 1775. Not long after, on July 29, 1775, the Army Chaplain Corps was established to 
provide ministerial support to those soldiers.  

The painting "The Chaplain at Valley Forge," by artist William A. Smith, depicts Gen. George Washington, his 
chaplain and soldiers praying at Valley Forge during the Revolutionary War. 

“The members of today's Army Chaplain Corps are sustaining and enriching a sacred legacy, which our 
predecessors began building even before our nation was founded in 1776," said Army Chaplain (Maj. Gen.) 
William Green Jr., the 26th Army chief of chaplains. "Gen. George Washington requested that chaplains be 
added to the Army to meet soldiers' religious and spiritual needs, and to support good morals and morale."  

At the request of Washington, the Continental Congress authorized one chaplain for each regular regiment of the 
Continental Army, Green said, adding that many of the militia regiments that served alongside those in the 
Continental Army also had chaplains.  

Today, he said, the role of the Army Chaplain Corps remains as important as it was 250 years ago. The Chaplain 
Corps has evolved to include more than 3,000 chaplains, nearly 3,000 religious affairs specialists, more than 500 
chaplain candidates and more than 50 directors of religious education across the regular Army, Army Reserve 
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and Army National Guard. They continue to provide important religious support and advice on spiritual matters 
to soldiers of all ranks.   

"Our U.S. Army Chaplain Corps is the most multifaceted and capable chaplaincy in history, and we will remain 
so, to support our Army's preparations to win during multidomain and large-scale combat operations in the years 
ahead," Green said. "Our corps is a unique branch of the total Army that remains a necessary, critical contributor 
to our nation's success on the battlefields of the future, just as it was on the battlefields during our nation's war 
for independence."  

“A Memory or Two” 
By D. Ray Alexander 

I signed in at my first unit in September of 1988.  There was only enough time to draw your gear and go to the 
field.  Most of my first 10 years was spent going to and coming from training that would last from a few days to 
6 weeks or more.  I would go on to be gone from family for 3 to 3 1/2 years training and deployments. 

My first exercise I was in the tent with the Battalion Commander and Sergeant Major.  I did know how to salute 
and had already been in Command and Staff meetings.   Little did I know that I would be flying with the 
Commander to various sites over a 3 state area.   It was a little pressure for a 1LT.   We would land and I would 
try to visit with every Soldier.   

This Signal was not authorized a Chaplain but I was assigned there out of necessity.  The OPT TEMPO was very 
fast paced. Half of the unit supported 1 of the 2 brigades keeping them very busy.   It was hard to keep up with 
the training schedule and find my Soldiers.   It didn’t take long for them to find out they had a Chaplain.   The 
Commander had me in the right place and very visible.   

When I could not fly with the Commander, I took his vehicle and driver and went to other training sites.   We 
came up the hill, rather steep, and oh the reaction on the ground with the Commander came driving up 
unannounced.  All they could see was the bumper number.  What a relieve when they saw just the Chaplain. 

Every night the Commander and Command Sergeant Major would discuss and ask for input in taking care of 
many Soldier problems.   It was a challenge.   I was in a unique situation all of my career.   I saw the Battalion 
from the top down from my position as an officer and from the bottom up as a Chaplain who was with them 
when and where they went.  I knew when the stress was coming and where it hit the hardest.  This made it easy 
to plan a ministry of presence showing availability and do all kinds of classes.   The sooner I knew about the 
problem(s) in a unit, life or family, the easier it was to help.  No miracle needed.  Just someone to listen and help 
them understand what needs to be done to solve the problem.   

I provided worship or coordinated religious support for all.   I also took care of all regardless of differing faith.  
My 1st sermon was on a very rainy day.  I found a tent to used temporarily.  Put the word out.  This 1st service, I 
was out of the rain but standing in about 10 inches of water. Proper gear and no problem.  I did services for 1 or 
100.  I walked from fighting position to position and offered the 2 minute sermon.  Sometimes, I would let them 
preach to themselves. Those were always interesting. 

I made it through the 2 week deployment and was able to witness some great training.  The black hawk caught a 
downdraft coming over a mountain and dropped a few feet.  What felt like fun at first was changed when I hear 
the reaction of pilot and co-pilot over the head set.   

I had some great experiences and became trusted part of the Command Staff.  I have recently been in touch with 
that 1st Battalion Commander after 37 years.  

A little humor.   I pinned on captain a few months after coming to the unit.   A few asked, “how did you make 
rank so fast?”  My reply, “I am that good!” 
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Thursday, October 30, 2025 	

At Doc’s Oyster Bar 5-6:30 PM	

	 	 	

	

Click on the logo for a map to Doc’s	

Special Welcome to New 
Webmaster Liz Plauche 

Welcome Liz Plauche, our new webmaster, to 
the NWFMOA Chapter. Liz has been working 
hand in hand with Fred Westfall so as to ensure a 
smooth transition and she is doing a magnificent 
job. If you haven’t checked out our new website, 
please do so by clicking HERE. (NWFMOA 
President Fran Hendricks presented Liz with her 
NWFMOA Chapter coin).	
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In Memoriam 

None 😊 	

New Members 
Liz Plauche (Honorary) 	
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Donors for the 66th Anniversary Banner 
Monetary or In-Kind Donations 

Organizational Monetary or In-Kind Donations 
Organizational Donors 

Shalimar Family Dentistry	
Knights of Columbus 

(Father Howard J. Lesch Assembly) 
BOTE 

Emerald Coast Olive Oil 
Cutoff Barber Shop 

Merril Lynch - Tess Bass and Associates 
The Mistys - Vietnam 1967-1970 

LJ Schooners - Dockside Restaurant & Oyster Bar 
United Way of the Emerald Coast 

Emerald Bay Golf Club 
VFW Harvey F. Eckoff Post 7674 

VFW Post 7674 Auxiliary 
 

Individual Donors 
 

Kevin Kirby and Victoria Hansen	
Dan and Alice Brown	

Bob Allen	
Bob and Karen Gramm	
Gib and Michele Ahl 

Chris Beam 
Kim Wintner 

Karl and Charlotte Eschmann 
Fort Walton Beach AF JROTC 

Howard and Irene Fisher 
Rod and Sue Gerdes 

Dave Parisot 

Al and Carol Stearns 
Ron "Westy" Westenbarger 

Steve Bond 
Pat and Mary Kluever 

Major General Don Litke 
Larry Bush 

John and JoAnne Wambaugh 
Fred and Jan Westfall 

Fran and Connie Hendricks 
Jeff and Judy Watson 

Melinda Wickham	

Click HERE now to donate and get your name on the 2025 banner. 
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Thank You All

https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org


 

NWFMOA member Col. Dale Marks receives ‘Quilt of Valor’ 
Retired Colonel Dale Marks received a Quilt of Valor Heirloom quilt Thursday, July 10, presented by 
the Flying Needles Quilt Guild of Valparaiso. Marks currently serves as Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Energy, Installations, and Environment, where he advises on Department of Defense matters relating 
to energy, installations, and the environment. He oversees the department’s extensive real property 
assets, including millions of acres of land and more than 500,000 buildings and structures at over 800 
installations. 

Previously, Marks served as Executive Director of the 96th Test Wing at Eglin Air Force Base, directing 
a workforce of over 10,000 military, civilian, and contractor personnel. His role included leading 
developmental testing and evaluation of advanced weapon systems and directing base operating support 
for the Air Force’s largest installation. 

His military career spanned over 24 years of both Active Duty and National Guard service in the U.S. 
Air Force. As a combat fighter pilot, Marks logged over 3,000 hours in A-10, F-15E, AT-38, and F-16 
aircraft. His service included a deployment as Chief of Staff for Operational Sustainment in Kabul with 
U.S. Forces – Afghanistan and NATO Resolute Support. 

The Flying Needles Quilt Guild’s activities include creating quilts for charity projects, completing Quilts 
of Valor for military veterans, and working on “Opportunity Quilts” for fundraising. 
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Past President Nick Marotta Presented NWFMOA Coin 
President Fran Hendricks presents NWFMOA Past President Nick Marotta with our coin.   Nick has 
moved to Tennessee but was visiting our area and joined us for lunch. 

August Speaker 
NWFMOA President Fran Hendricks presents a coin to Brett Hinely, Okaloosa County School Board 
member, after his outstanding, informative presentation at our August membership meeting. 
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On July 11th, I was graciously offered a few minutes on the stage by Florida 
Power & Light at the FWB Chamber’s monthly breakfast.  This event is attended 
by 250-300 local business leaders and owners.   I was able to address our 
Scholarship Programs success with not only awarding scholarships to local 
JROTC and ROTC cadets, but, also, with the high rate of success we have had 
with our scholarship winners being commissioned in our Armed Forces.   In just the most recent four 
years, we have had twelve (12) scholarship awardees commissioned as second lieutenants or ensigns.  
Overall, since 2019, 65% of our scholarship awardees have been commissioned with two more expected 
to be commissioned in 2026.   Getting commissions is how we measure the effectiveness of our 
Scholarship Program. 

 

At the breakfast, I was also able to publicly thank various Chamber members for their financial support 
of our scholarships.   These businesses are Florida Power & Light (Scholarship sponsor); Merrill 
Lynch, Bass, Byrd & Associates (Business Platinum sponsor); Eglin Federal Credit Union (Business 
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Platinum sponsor); Step One Automotive Group (Business Gold sponsor); Daisy Day Brands 
(Business Gold sponsor); and, Lisa Jo Spencer, PA, Attorney (Business Silver sponsor).  
Donations to the Scholarship Fund Century Club since my last article was from George Colton.  
Thanks, George.

Below is the complete list of our Endowed Scholarships, our Gold Century Club members ($500 
cumulative minimum donation) and our BG Frank Glunn Century Club members ($100 minimum 
donation) for the most previous 12 months, along with our Business Donors. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.  All of these donations are used to fund our scholarships. [Note: (D) means deceased and 
(R) means Renewal of membership.]  

	 Endowed Scholarships: Lt Col Jim and Mrs Una Heavener Memorial Scholarship (D) (via their 
estate, effective 2018); Dave Parisot in memory of his wife, Chong Cha (Kim) Parisot) (effective 
2017); Dr (Lt Col, USAF, Ret.) Howard and Mrs. Irene Fisher Scholarship (effective 2022); Dr. 
(Lt. Col., USAF, Ret.) Fred and Mrs. Jan Westfall Scholarship (effective 2023); and, Col. (USAF, 
Ret.) Karl and Mrs. Charlotte Eschmann Scholarship (effective 2024); Lt.Col. (USAF, Ret.) 
Larry Bush in memory of Mrs. Joan Bush (effective 2025); and, Florida Power and Light 
(effective 2025). 

	 Gold Century Club: Bill Ryan (Feb 2016); Ruth Cullen, (D)   (Oct 2016); Dave Parisot (Feb 
2017); Janet Taylor (Mar 2017); Chris Beam (Mar 2017); Bob Garcia (D) (July 2017); Rod 
Gerdes (Nov 2017); Larry Bush (Nov 2017); Dr. Howard & Irene Fisher (Nov 2017); Eileen 
Arpke (D) (Feb 2018); Fred & Jan Westfall (Apr 2018); Clyde Locke (D) (Apr 2018); WWII, 
Korea, and Vietnam Veteran Sam Lombardo (D) (July 2018); Dennis Phillips (Aug 2018); Karl & 
Charlotte Eschmann (Oct 2018); Carol Baker (Jan 2019); Ann Adelsperger (Feb 2019); Don 
Litke (Aug 2019); Fred Boyer (D) (Aug 2019).Dr. Keith & Elizabeth Kulow (Nov 2019); Al Bills 
(Nov. 2019); Kay Dent (Nov. 2019); Dr. Roger Riggenbach (Dec 2019); Robert “Pete” Peterzen 
(Dec 2019); Nick Marotta (Oct  2020); Kathy & Jesse Bush (Dec 2020); Patt & Caroline Maney 
(Dec 2020); Kevin Kirby (Apr 2021); Scott & Janet Berry (May 2021); Douglas Hardin (D) (Sept 
2021);   Patrick & Mosla Boab (Dec. 2021); Bob Allen (Feb 2022); Bobbi Hanson Garcia (Mar 
2022); Joy Houck (Mar 2022); George Colton (May 2022); Bob Secrest (May 2022); Brig. Gen 
Fran & Mrs Connie Hendricks (Oct 2022); Les Matheson (Feb 2023); Dan Brown (April 2023); 
Tess Bass (August 2023);   Bob Gramm (Dec 2023); Larry Tashlik (Dec 2023);   Jean Dutton (D) 
(Oct 2024) and Jeff Watson (Oct 2024); Dick Solt (Mar 2025); Michael Barnes (Apr 2025) [Note: 
46 total members] 

	 BG Frank Glunn Century Club: (past 12 months) (R=Renewal): August 2024: Bob Cluskey (R); 
Scott & Janet Berry (R); Chuck Merkel (R); and Dave Parisot (R) (In memory of Eileen Arpke); 
October 2024: Dave Parisot (In memory of Jean Dutton); Jeff Watson (R); November 2024: Kay 
Dent (R); Pete Peterzen (R); and Karl and Charlotte Eschmann (R); Fred and Jan Westfall (R); 
Bob Gramm (R); Howard Fisher (R); and Dave Parisot (R) (In memory of Chong Parisot); 
January 2025: Dr. Keith and Elizabeth Kulow (R); Janet Taylor (R) (in honor of Bill Ryan).and, 
Dave Parisot (R)(in memory of Lydia O’Connor).   February 2025:   Rod Gerdes (R); Al Bills (R), 
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and Dave Parisot (R) (in memory of Doris Day). March 2025:   Dick Solt (R); Brig Gen Fran & 
Mrs Connie Hendricks (R); Chris Beam (R).   April 2025:   Dennis Phillips (R); Michael Barnes; 
and Dave Parisot (R) (In memory of Angela Colton); May 2025:   Michael Barnes (R); Kevin 
Kirby (R); Bob Gramm (R); Patrick and Mosla Boab (R); Dr. Howard and Mrs. Irene Fisher 
(R); June 2025: Dave Parisot (R) (In memory of Col. Jake Bush); July 2025: George Colton (R) (In 
memory of Angela Colton). 

	 2024/2025 Business Platinum Donors: ($1,000+): Nov. 2024:  Bass, Byrd & Associates at Merrill 
Lynch of FWB (R); Apr. 2025: Florida Power & Light (R); Eglin Federal Credit Union (R). 

              (Bass, Byrd, & Associates)              

	 2025 Business Gold Donors ($500 - $749): April 2025:   GSS Gear FWB, LLC (R); Daisy Day 
Brands; and, Step One Automotive Group (R). 

	 2025 Business Silver Donors ($250 - $499): March 2025: Lisa Jo Spencer, PA, Attorney (R). 

   2025 Business Bronze Donors  ($100 - $249): April 2025: Eye M.D. of Niceville. LLC.        

Please support our local businesses that have contributed to our scholarship program. 

NWFMOA Scholarship Fund: “HELPING TO BUILD FUTURE                                                       
MILITARY OFFICERS AND LEADERS” 

THE NWFMOA SCHOLARSHIP FUND, INC, IS A 501C(3) CORPORATION.  DONATIONS ARE TAX  EXEMPT AS PROVIDED BY LAW.  REGISTRATION # CH20374.  A 
COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE FL DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE & CONSUMER SERVICES 
BY CALLING (800) 435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OF FLORIDA OR VIA THEIR WEBSITE OF HTTPS://WWW.FDACS.GOV/CONSUMERSERVICES   REGISTRATION 
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.  IRS FEIN is 59-3434498 
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https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/scholarship-fund/


	

Legislative Corner…MOAA’s Summer Advocacy in Action 
Campaign 
At our August meeting, I shared excerpts from an email I received from General Kelly, MOAA 
President and CEO. The entire email I received follows. 

President's Message: Support Servicemembers during Summer Advocacy in Action 

General Hendricks, 

Lawmakers are returning to their home states for summer recess, a time they will use to connect 
directly with their constituents at public events and meetings. This is an important opportunity to 
remind them that  caring for servicemembers, past and present—and their families—requires 
support at every stage of service. 

 As you may recall, MOAA brought several key issues to Capitol Hill during the spring. Your actions 
on these issues made a real difference. You turned out in numbers in support of improving 
unaccompanied housing across military bases – and recent legislation secured over $1 billion 
dedicated to enhancing these facilities.  

Since Spring, several other MOAA supported initiatives have garnered interest and momentum 
among lawmakers. For this year’s Summer Advocacy in Action Campaign, we are capitalizing on 
this momentum by focusing on the following topics: 

• Major Richard Star Act – Combat-injured veterans deserve their full earned compensation, and 
this legislation reinforces our promise to support those who served — long after they’ve left 
active duty. The Star Act is an enduring priority for MOAA, and we are excited to report it has 
generated significant momentum since Spring. We are sharpening our focus and targeting our 
efforts to drive this initiative even further. 

• TRICARE Access to Care – Servicemembers and military families can often face administrative 
barriers and red-tape their counterparts covered by civilian health plans do not when it comes to 
reproductive health. By strengthening access to care, we can improve mission readiness and boost 
retention across the all-volunteer force. 

• Military Spouse Hiring Act  – Spouse employment is a critical component for the financial 
stability of military families and adding military spouses to the Work Opportunity Tax Credit will 
incentivize more businesses to hire military spouses. 
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Together we hold the line. Please join us in our summer 
advocacy campaign. 

The August recess offers a timely opportunity for you to engage with your lawmakers, and MOAA 
will need your help to ensure every lawmaker, every district, and every state hears our message. 

 As your president and CEO, I am impressed and inspired daily by the stories from the field of our 
members demonstrating selfless service and advocating for our community. We need your voice to 
make a difference. Together we hold the line. Please join us in our summer advocacy campaign. 

Visit  moaa.org/summerAiA  for issue papers and other resources to help you connect with your 
lawmakers while they’re home. You can also use our  Legislative Action Center  to send messages 
directly to your elected officials. 

Sincerely, 

Lt. Gen. Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret) 

MOAA President and CEO 

To support this initiative and view other legislative actions, visit the NWFMOA Webpage, scroll down 
and click the “MOAA Take Action” button. With a few steps, you can send a letter of support to our 
Senators and Representative.  Thank you for your advocacy. 

  

H2S,  

Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF Retired 
54th President, NWFMOA 
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http://moaa.org/summerAiA
https://moaa.quorum.us/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_NqYJgbIWjrzT55R1ILp2qjoEmkDV9XcG4O-MId7X9a9CL9DXoqAda7EdR8NK0t9cUXGoqa2QJBZ93IsfRRmyBYXQUyw&_hsmi=374550243&utm_content=374550243&utm_source=hs_email
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org


 

Chaplains Ray Alexander and Tom Azar have created a number of excellent resources for Surviving 
Spouses and it is on our website.  Be sure to check it out by clicking on the link below. Or visit our 
website and click on Surviving Spouses at the top of the page. 

	16

https://www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/moaa-insurance-landing-page/
http://nwfmoa.org/
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/personal-affairs/
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/personal-affairs/


NWFMOA Shirt Purchase Options	
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Here is another option… 
Looking for a NWFMOA Chapter shirt. In addition to ordering a shirt, you can also buy 
your own polo shirt (short or long sleeve) and take it to American Athletic Uniforms, Inc 
(90 Eastview Ave, Valparaiso, FL) to have it embroidered with our patch and your name. 
Cost of embroidery (Patch + Name) is $15. 

	 	

Never Stop Serving

https://aauusa.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/American+Athletic+Uniforms/@30.5062853,-86.4892211,15.58z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x88916992a287eadd:0xf30226408b899bc3!8m2!3d30.5052831!4d-86.4890784!16s/g/1tfczlg8?entry=ttu
https://www.ddbapparel.com/ddb_designer/shop/home
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Click to read the FCoC Communique	

If You Belong to the NWFMOA, You ARE 
Part Of The Solution	

Click here to join the NWFMOA 

 

Need more reasons to join MOAA? How about these... 

• Legislative News Updates & Advocacy Efforts 
• MOAA Newsletters 
• Chapter & Council Membership & Involvement 
• Exclusive Travel Discounts on Products & Travel 
• Access to Member Books & Guides 
• Financial Education and Consumer Advice 
• Scholarships, Interest-free Loans & Grants 
• Expert Advice on Military Pay & Benefits 
• Career Transition Resources 
• Subscription to Military Officer Magazine & Exclusive Publications 
• Spouse Protection 
• Fee Significantly Reduced at Army & Navy Club of Washington, D.C.

https://flmoaa.org/news/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
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https://www.shalimar.church/
https://alaqua.org/
mailto:defender@nwfmoa.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20advertise%20in%20The%20Defender
https://www.bryanpestcontrol.com/
https://www.era.com/fl/shalimar/agents/karen-whyte/aid-P00200000FDdsnchx1PnuVJesXv1OJ4c4dZ4dX3b
https://www.jmarkfisher.com/
https://www.jmarkfisher.com/
https://thechurchatshalimar.org
https://www.emeraldcoastfuneralhome.com/


Click on the form to fill out and pay by mail or credit card. 
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https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf


 

And Remember… 
Never Stop Serving 
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Important Things To Remember

What What to Click

Make a reservation for our monthly luncheon. Click Here
Join NWFMOA Click Here
Join MOAA Click Here
Send feedback or comments about the Defender bobgramm5@gmail.com

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14f8loO2BJnM7vF6lsEYaopZHHkj8yWMguQRlWk7NY1k/viewform?pli=1&pli=1&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd81lQCANTd6Dj_37DGvLQW8uEtMJ7GzJnPQx7eo-85Liid9Q/viewform
https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/join_us.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
mailto:bobgramm5@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1179275369418920
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1179275369418920

	Test Your Knowledge

